MAY 6-8,2018 « WHIDBEY ISLAND, WASHINGTON

|
i

-

1,—“!-?:' -:.{a,';.,-;?:’",z;l—'
b“dbCYT Cam‘2 -
W SLANDS 180

v SR
RTINS >

4&‘5‘0{:‘

ANNUAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE




LIKE WHAT YOU SEE? TELL THE WORLD!

OTHER TOURISM MARKETPLACE PARTNERS

IFWTWA
#IFWTWA2018
B Y erwtwa
IFWTWA

Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism
El ¥ @GowhidbeyCamano
GoWhidbeyCamano

CITIES

Oak Harbor
[ £] @oakharborchamber
@oakharborwa

Coupeville
El ¥ ovisitCoupeville

Langley
El ¥ ovisitLangley

Deception Pass Tours
[ £} @DeceptionPassTours
¥  @DeceptionPassWA

Langley Whale Center
El  @LangleyWhaleCenter

Pacific Northwest Art School
[ ] @PacificNWartschool
¥  @pnorthwestart

Whidbey Island Kayaking Co.
El  @whidbeyislandkayaking
whidbey _island_kayaking

Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle
El  @WhidbeySeaTacShuttle

Coachman Inn & Suites
[ ] @thecoachmaninnwa

Penn Cove Shelfish Farm
Bl ¥ @penncove
penncoveshellfish

Orchard Kitchen

Bl  @OrchardkitchenWhidbey
¥  @WhidbeyLocavore
orchardkitchen

Roaming Radish
Bl @roamingradish
roaming.radish

Oystercatcher

 f @oystercatcherwhidbey
¥  @Oystercatcherwd
the_oystercatcher

ShoNuff Foods
El  @shonufffoods

3 Sisters Family Farms
El  @3sSistersFamilyFarms
¥  @3Sisterswi

Willowood Farm

El  @wilowoodfarmofebeysprairie
¥  @Willowoodfarm1
willowoodfarm

FOOD, FARMS & BEVERAGES

Comforts of Whidbey
El  @comfortsofwhidbey
comfortsofwhidbey

Dancing Fish Vineyards

El  @DancingFishVineyards
¥  @DancingFishWine
dancingfishvineyards

Holmes Harbor Cellars
Bl @ Holmes Harbor Cellars

Whidbey Island Distillery
El  @whidbeydistillery

Finnriver Farm & Cidery

Bl @finnriver

¥  @FinnriverCider
finnriver

(loudburst Brewing

El  @cloudburstbrewing
¥  @Cloudburst Brew
cloudburstbrew

W.T. Vintners
El  @WTVINTNERS
@WTVintners

Tillamook Coast
El ¥ @tillamookcoast
tillamookcoast

Visit Kitsap Peninsula
Bl ovisitkitsap
¥  @VisitKitsap
visitkitsap

Greater Birmingham (VB

il @cBCvB

¥  @inbirmingham
inbirmingham

San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau
El  @visitSanjuans
¥  @uisitS)islands
visitsanjuans

Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism
El  @bellinghamexperience
¥  @BellinghamExp
bellinghamexperience

Experience Olympia + Beyond
@ExperienceOlympiaAndBeyond

¥  @experience_oly

experienceoly

Olympic Peninsula Visitors Bureau
El  @OlympicPeninsula
¥  @VisitOlympics
visitolympicpeninsula

Anacortes Chamber of Commerce

El  @experienceanacortes
¥  @VisitAnacortes
experience_anacortes

Travel Tacoma + Pierce County, WA
El ¥ @TravelTacoma
traveltacoma

Visit Lewis Clark Valley

El  ovisitLewisClarkvalley
¥  @VisitLCValley
visitlcvalley

Visit Tri-Cities

El  @tricitieswashington
¥  @TriCitieswA
tricitieswa

Long Beach Peninsula Visitors Bureau
£} @longbeachpeninsula
¥  @FunBeachcom




International Food Wine & Travel Writers Association + 2018 Professional Development Conference *+ May 6-8, 2018 + Whidbey Island, Washington

Table of Contents

WEICOMIE .ttt et h et bbb st b et s b et e b e e e bt s e bt b e st s b et e b e e e bt s e bt b e st b emeeb et eb et eb e b ebesbene st eneebenseneane 5
ACKNOWIEAZEIMENTS ...ttt ettt b e bt s bt s b e b e s bt s b e b et et e e et emeeneemeemeebeebeebe e b e sb e e bt sbe st eeenbenseneenes 6
CONTEIENCE SCREAUIE ...ttt ettt b e et e et b et b et b e e b s b e bt st e st e b et e b e e eb e s ene e 10
TOUFISITI PANEI .ttt et b et bbb e bt st e stk et e b et e b et e bt b ea et e bt e b eaesb et e b et eb et ebesbenesbe e ebentebeneas 15
Craft BEVEIAEE PANEI ...ttt sttt ettt et e e bt e bt e ae e bt s bt s bt s b e st e s b et et et et ent et et eneeneeaene 16
CUNNAIY PANE@I ..ttt sttt ettt s s s be st e st e s b e st e b e s b et ess e st e s aeseesaeseesessessesbeabe et e se e s e b e s ensensanseneesaeneesessessenns 18
WWOTKSIIOPS .ttt ettt b e bbbt bbbt e b et et e st et e ateae e bt e bt e bt eb e e b e eb e s b e sk et et e b et et enb et et eneebeeaeeae 20
INOLES ettt bbb b e bbb s h e Rs e h s s bR s h RS e RS E s R s bR e b e RS e h e R e bR e b e s R s e b sas e 23

Thank YOU for attending Conference 2018!

CONNECTING PASSION, EDUCATION AND PEOPLE

There is nothing more powerful than when this association comes together to network,
share ideas, stories, and activities. We are so happy to have you as part of the [FNTWA family.

Next step options.
Think about volunteering. We could really use your skills.

Volunteering gives you a chance to give back.
You'll feel a sense of pride that you are volunteering
your time, and our organization will benefit, too.

Enjoy your travels. Use your benefits. We're with you every step of the journey.
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Welcome to the IFWTWA 2018 Professional Development Conference

Linda Kissam
President
International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association

I'd like to personally welcome each of you to this special event. Thank you for investing in yourself and this
association. | assure that you can look forward to an educational and stimulating experience.

It's an exciting time for the International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA) as we continue to grow
and stay member-focused, remaining always adaptable, motivated and responsive. Our industry and organization are
confronting a time of nationwide and global change. The world of wine, food and travel writing is an exciting area in
which to work, and we'll continue to meet and bring inspired people together in forums like this, to ensure IFWTWA
remains at the cutting edge.

This event could not be possible without a leader. This year our leader is Allen Cox. To be a successful event
manager, you need to do things differently. This requires innovation, creativity and good contacts. Allen is the kind
of person who always thinks out-of-the-box. This means that problems and challenges are not an issue for him as
he has an innate ability to resolve them calmly and creatively. When | think of Allen | think great interpersonal skills,
flexibility, energetic, creative, innovative and good time-management skills. Thank you Allen!

Before | close, I'd like to thank each of you for attending our conference and bringing your expertise to our
gathering. You, as organization leaders, have the vision, the knowledge, and the experience to help us pave our
way into the future. You are truly our greatest asset today and tomorrow, and we could not accomplish what we do
without your support. Throughout this conference, | ask you to stay engaged, keep us proactive and help us shape
the future of IFWTWA. My personal respect and thanks go out to each of you.

Linde Kisgen

Linda Kissam, President

Mission Statement

To provide guidance to the restaurant, hotel, and travel industries and the bestowing
of awards on meritorious organizations and individuals through means of evaluation,
articles, education and visitation. Further, to provide scholarships for students in
hospitality and travel programs and to provide funds to educational organizations
furthering the development and progress of the food, wine, travel, and hotel industry.

A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT - 5
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Acknowledgements

It takes a village to organize an IFWTWA conference, and IFWTWA is grateful for the many organizations and
individuals who contributed to the event's success.

Thank You to Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism

Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism, under the leadership of Sherrye Wyatt, partnered closely with the International
Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association to produce the IFWTWA 2018 Conference. Not only is Whidbey Island,
Washington, an inspiring destination for the conference, but Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism worked hard to
give conference attendees a genuine taste of island hospitality and a preview of a destination on the edge of global
discovery. IFWTWA is sincerely grateful to Sherrye Wyatt, Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism, and all the individuals
on the island who shared their lives and endeavors with us.

Thank You to Pre- and Post-Conference Media Trip Hosts

The International Food, Wine and Travel Writers Association thanks the following destination marketing organizations
for organizing and hosting media trips for IFWTWA members before and after the conference: Whidbey and Camano
Islands Tourism, San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau, Anacortes Chamber of Commerce, and Olympia-Lacey-Tumwater
Visitor & Convention Bureau.

Thank You to Camp Casey

Camp Casey Conference Center is owned and operated by Seattle Pacific University. The facility is a unique conference
venue that offers state-of-the-art event spaces and support in a historic and scenic setting. Robyn Myers and her staff
at Camp Casey worked closely with the International Food, Wine and Travel Writers Association to understand and
meet the association’s event requirements. IFWTWA thanks the Camp Casey staff and Seattle Pacific University for
their professionalism and genuine interest in sharing their special corner of the Northwest.

Thank You to Oak Harbor Yacht Club

Oak Harbor Yacht Club served as the venue for the IFWTWA 2018 Conference Welcome Reception. The International
Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association thanks the Oak Harbor Yacht Club staff for their service and for extending
such a remarkable welcome to conference attendees.

Thank You to ShoNuff Foods

Catering for the IFWTWA 2018 Conference at Camp Casey was provided by ShoNuff Foods, a local catering company
located in Oak Harbor and owned by Fred and Barbara Bennett. The International Food, Wine and Travel Writers
Association thanks the Bennetts for the excellent fare and service.
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Thank You to Coachman Inn & Suites

Coachman Inn & Suites in Oak Harbor was the lodging of choice for the International Food, Wine and Travel Writers
Association during the IFWTWA 2018 conference. IFWTWA thanks the staff at Coachman Inn & Suites for their
hospitality and attentive service.

Thank You to Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle & Charter

Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle & Charter provided on-island transportation throughout the conference, making sure
conference attendees were at their destinations on-time. IFWTWA thanks the staff at Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle &
Charter for their courtesies and outstanding service.

Thank You to the IFWTWA 2018 Conference Committee!

The IFWTWA 2018 Conference at Whidbey Island would not have been possible without the following IFWTWA
member volunteers. Each of them carved time out of an already busy schedule to make this conference a success.
Please join me in thanking each of them for their contributions.

Linda Kissam, Marketing Janice Nieder, Presentation Coordinator
Mary Lansing-Farah, Social Media Nancy Zaffaro, On-site Volunteer
Sue Montgomery, Advisor, On-site Volunteer Sherrye Wyatt, Destination Liaison

Todd Montgomery, Conference Photographer

Alen Con

Allen Cox
IFWTWA 2018 Conference Chair
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

The International Food, Wine and Travel Writers Association would like to extend our sincere thanks to the
following conference sponsors, each a destination marketing organization that is also participating in the Tourism
Marketplace. Tillamook Coast sponsored the conference tote bags, Visit Kitsap Peninsula sponsored the conference
programs and the notebooks, and Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism sponsored the name badges.

VisitKitsap A\ -
Peninsula .__' A @b\dbcy*Caman
the Vatwal Side —IT, amook Coast ISLANDS ©
of Puget Sound regon The Shoress [).s:mu Away*

Thank You to Supporting Partners

Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism worked with many of their supporting partners to make this conference
possible. IFWTWA is grateful to the following organizations for their behind-the-scenes support.
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Thank you to our Tourism Marketplace Partners

An important element of every IFWTWA Conference is bringing media attendees face-to-face with destination
marketers. This invaluable networking opportunity is a win-win that leads to future assignments, future coverage

and, hopefully, ongoing productive relationships. IFWTWA wishes to express the deepest gratitude to our 2018
Tourism Marketplace partners.

Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism, https://whidbeycamanoislands.com/
Tillamook Coast, https://tillamookcoast.com/

Visit Kitsap Peninsula, https://www.visitkitsap.com/

San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau, https://www.visitsanjuans.com/

Visit Anacortes, https://anacortes.org/visit-anacortes/

Experience Olympia and Beyond, https://www.experienceolympia.com/
Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau, https://www.birminghamal.org/
Visit Tri-Cities, http://www.visittri-cities.com/

Olympic Peninsula Tourism Commission, https://www.olympicpeninsula.org/
Travel Tacoma + Pierce County, http://www.traveltacoma.com/

Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism, https://www.bellingham.org/

Long Beach Peninsula Visitor's Bureau, https://funbeach.com/

Visit Lewis Clark Valley, http://visitlcvalley.com/
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IFWTWA 2018 Conference Schedule

Sunday, May 6, 2108 + Oak Harbor

Atyour leisure Arrive on Whidbey Island.

1:00-6:00 pm Check in and pick up conference materials at the IFWTWA Hospitality Suite. Coachman Inn & Suites
3:00 and later Check in at Coachman Inn & Suites or other lodging of choice.

6:00 pm Board shuttle in front of the hotel lobby to be transported to the Welcome Reception. Coachman Inn & Suites
6:15-8:30 pm Welcome Reception Oak Harbor Yacht Club

Live Jazz by Trio Nouveau
Welcome address by local dignitaries

Open bar:

* Signature Cocktail with spirits by Whidbey Island Distillery.
* Wines by Local Blooms Winery

* Craft cider by Finnriver

Non-Alcoholic Beverage Bar
* Rosemary Lemonade + Citrus Ice Water
* Honeymoon Bay Coffee Service

Taste of Whidbey Appetizer Buffet:

* Sherman Farm Squash Biscuits with Prosciutto + 3 Generations (local) Chipotle Nectarine Jam

* West Coast Artisan Cheese Display: featuring Glendale Shepherd and Mt. Townsend cheeses

* 3 Sisters Grass-Fed Beef Sliders + Willowood Farm Onion Jam

* Cucina Fresca Butternut Squash Ravioli Salad + Willowood Farm Kale + Toasted Walnuts

* Seabolts Dungeness Crab Cakes + Jalapeno Remoulade

* Penn Cove Seafood Station with Local Oysters on the Half Shell and Thai Ginger Marinated Penn Cove Mussels
* Dessert: Whidbey Pies + Whidbey Island Vanilla Ice Cream

8:30 pm Last shuttle departs for the Coachman Inn & Suites

10 - CONFERENCE SCHEDULE - SUNDAY MAY 6, 2018
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IFWTWA 2018 Conference Schedule

Monday, May 7, 2108 + Oak Harbor - Camp Casey - Coupeville - Oak Harbor

6:00-7:30 am

7:30am

8:30-8:45am

8:45-9:30 am

9:30-10:00 am

10:00-11:00 am

11:00 am-noon

Breakfast at Coachman Inn
(included in guest room price)

Board shuttles in front of the Coachman Inn lobby

Welcome Address
Allen Cox, IFWTWA VP & Conference Chair

TOURISM PANEL: Arts, Heritage and Adventure
Panelists:

* Lisa Bernhardt, Pacific Northwest Art School

* Wil Shellenberger, PBY Naval Air Museum

* Krista Loercher, Whidbey Island Kayaking Co.

Moderator: Allen Cox
BREAK: Morning refreshment break

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: The Romance and Realities of Beverage Journalism
Erin James, Author and Editor of SIP Northwest Magazine and Cidercraft Magazine

Panelists:

* Bev Heising, Whidbey Island Distillery

* Crystie Kissler, Finnriver Farm & Cidery

+ Steve Luke, Cloudburst Brewing

* Jeff Lindsay-Thorsen, W.T. Vintners & Raconteur Wine Company

CULINARY PANEL: Whidbey Island: Hyperlocal Farm-to-Table Dining at The Highest Level
Panelists:

* Georgie Smith, Willowood Farm

* Vincent Nattress, Orchard Kitchen

* Tyler Hansen, The Oystercatcher

* Jessica Hart, 3 Sisters Farm

Moderator: Andrew Harris

———

May 6;8, 2018 » Whidbey Island, Washington

IFWTWA Hospitality Suite,
Coachman Inn

Coachman Inn

Camp Casey
Auditorium A

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE - MONDAY MAY 7, 2018 - 11




noon-1:00 pm LUNCH catered by ShoNuff Foods, Oak Harbor Mess Hall A
WHIDBEY AND CAMANO ISLAND: The Shortest Distance to Far Away
Sherrye Wyatt, Whidbey and Camano Islands Tourism, IFWTWA Associate Member
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS Auditorium A
Linda Kissam, IFWTWA President
Door prizes: You must be present to win.
After lunch, move to Breakout rooms.
1:00-2:00 pm BREAKOUT WORKSHOP SESSIONS
Attend the workshop you signed up for at the conference check-in table.
Workshop A: “How Your Stories Can Promote a Destination’s Wish List," Workshop A: Auditorium A
Barbara Marrett and Shannon Borg
Workshop B: “Luxury Travel: Writing in Style," Workshop B: Classroom B
Edward Quan
2:10-4:50 pm TOURISM MARKETPLACE
The Tourism Marketplace format is a mix of one-on-one appointments Mess Hall A
and free-style networking.
At the designated times, go to the exhibit table for the appointments you
scheduled on your Tourism Marketplace Appointment Schedule. Appointments
rotate every 10 minutes. You will hear a signal when it's time for your appointment
to start and end.
When you are not at an appointment, visit the exhibitors who are not currently
engaged in a one-on-one appointment to learn about that destination.
5:00 pm Board shuttle for evening no-host shop- and dine-around in Historic Coupeville. Outside Auditorium A
Be sure to visit the Welcome Area inside the Coupeville Library near the shuttle stop.
5:00 pm Board of Directors and Conference Committee Members board shuttle Outside Auditorium A
for dinner business meeting.
5:30-8:00 pm Periodic shuttles will transport people from Coupeville to the Coachman Inn in Oak Harbor. Coupeville Shuttle Stop
The last shuttle departs Coupeville at 8:00 pm.
SHUTTLES If you require emergency transportation back to the Coachman Inn & Suites in Oak Harbor, let a conference committee member

know, and a shuttle will be arranged for you.

12 - CONFERENCE SCHEDULE - MONDAY MAY 7, 2018
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IFWTWA 2018 Conference Schedule

Tuesday, May 8, 2108 « Whidbey Island Tour

6:30-8:00 am

8:00am

9:00-11:30 am

11:30am

Noon-2:00 pm

BREAKFAST at your leisure at Coachman Inn (included in guest room price) IFWTWA Hospitality Suite,
Coachman Inn

Board your pre-assigned shuttle in front of the Coachman Inn lobby. Coachman Inn
Do not board a shuttle that you are not assigned to. If you are not staying at the

Coachman Inn, arrive by 8:00 am to board. Shuttles will depart no later than 8:30 for

Penn Cove Shellfish Farm.

You have been assigned to a shuttle designated by the color of the shuttle window sign
that matches the color on your name badge as follows:

* Bus #1: Blue

* Bus #2: Green

* Bus #3: Red

* Bus #4: Orange

If you have a personal vehicle, leave it at the Coachman Inn parking lot and board
your assigned shuttle.

Tour the Penn Cove Shellfish Warehouse and the Penn Cove Mussel Farm Rafts from Coupeville
the Historic Coupeville Wharf aboard Deception Pass Tours Jet Boat.

At 9:00 am:

* BLUE and RED bus passengers will tour the Penn Cove Shellfish Warehouse.

* GREEN and ORANGE bus passengers will tour Penn Cove Mussel Farm Rafts from the
Coupeville Wharf aboard a Deception Pass Tours Jet Boat.

At 10:30 am:

* BLUE and RED bus passengers will tour Penn Cove Mussel Farm Rafts from the
Coupeville Wharf aboard a Deception Pass Tours Jet Boat.

* GREEN and ORANGE bus passengers will tour the Penn Cove Shellfish Warehouse.

Board your assigned shuttle for winery lunch destinations. Coupeville

Visit local wineries for lunch, wine tastings and tours: Various Wineries
* BLUE bus: Comforts of Whidbey

* GREEN bus: Dancing Fish Vineyard

* RED & ORANGE bus: Holmes Harbor Cellars

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE - TUESDAY MAY 8, 2018 - 13



2:00 pm Board your assigned shuttle for Langley. Various Wineries
2:30-5:00 pm Free time to explore walkable Langley, the “Village by the Sea,” and tour the Langley
Langley Whale Center. At the Langley Whale Center, a special 15-minute presentation
by whale experts will be offered repeatedly (on the hour and on the half hour until 4:30).
5:00 pm Board your assigned shuttle to be taken to dinner.
5:30-8:00 pm You will be treated to a chef-prepared Farm-to-Table dinner at one of the following venues:
* BLUE & ORANGE buses: Orchard Kitchen
* GREEN & RED buses: Roaming Radish
8:00 pm Board shuttle for the Coachman Inn
8:30 pm Arrive at the Coachman Inn Oak Harbor
SUGGESTED  Casual, layers, comfortable walking shoes. Note that one of the excursions includes transportation in a jet boat,
ATTIRE so a water-repellant jacket is recommended.
RESTROOMS  There are no restrooms on the shuttle buses, but travel times are short with convenient restrooms available at most venues.
= ' ' ' ' ' L
= Join the writers of the International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association as they
e A;E’L take you around the globe to explore the most exciting tories in food, wine and travel.

By
@FWTMagazine

fwimagazine.com e Submit your stories and photos e volunteer your fime
contact us: admin@FWTMagazine.com
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Lisa Bernhardt, Pacific Northwest Art School

Lisa Bernhardt is the Executive Director of Pacific Northwest Arts School (PNWAS), a
31-year-old visual arts education facility offering over 80 workshops a year in painting,
photography, mixed media and fiber arts, located on Whidbey Island. PNWAS faculty and
students come from all over the United States and abroad to soak in the island’s beauty
and gain artistic inspiration. Today, roughly 100 professional artists call Whidbey Island
home. Having lived on Whidbey Island since 1980, Lisa is truly passionate about all
things “Whidbey” from its sweeping vistas and landscapes, to the historic nature of Central
Whidbey and Coupeville, to the arts and everything else in between. She has served as
Secretary and President on the Coupeville Chamber of Commerce and is currently finishing
a term on the Coupeville Town Council. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the
Economic Development Council for Island County. And she is proud to sit on the Trust
Board of Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve, particularly significant as she believes
the creation and preservation of the Reserve makes Whidbey the truly magical place it is.

Krista Loercher, Whidbey Island Kayaking Co.

Krista Loercher is the current owner/operator of Whidbey Island Kayaking. Krista purchased
the company in 2014 and over the last four years, she and her partner Jeff have expanded it
by adding new tours, new kayaking locations and kayak instruction. Prior to Whidbey Island
Kayaking, Krista was in the Puget Sound, rather than on it, as an open water swimmer, swim
coach and Red Cross Water Safety Instructor. When she still had “a real job,” Krista was a
Director of Sales for a large book publishing company. She is currently pursuing higher levels
of kayak certification with the American Canoe Association (ACA).

Wil Shellenberger, PBY Naval Air Museum

Wil Shellenberger, an Ohio native, entered the Navy following a short college coaching
career. During 20 years as a Naval Officer, he served on seven ships, including commanding
one. Twenty years in Financial Services followed during which he built his own company,
working extensively with small business and venture capital companies. A college history
major, Wil always maintained his enthusiasm for history. The PBY-Naval Air Museum enables
him to apply that enthusiasm to making a productive contribution to the preservation of our
nation’s Naval Heritage. Whidbey Island is home to the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, an
important part of the island’s heritage.

Moderator: Allen Cox is editor in chief of Northwest Travel & Life magazine, chair of the
Travel & Words Conference, and the IFWTWA 1st Vice President.

TOURISM PANEL - 15



Keynote Speaker Erin James and Craft Beverage Panel

Erin James, Author and Editor of SIP Northwest Magazine and Cidercraft Magazine

Erin James is a seasoned writer and editor in the Pacific Northwest, with a focus on food,
drink and travel writing. Qutside of her desk as editor-in-chief of Sip Publishing—makers
of Sip Northwest, CIDERCRAFT and Sip’s Wine Guide: British Columbia magazines—James
has been published in more than a dozen regional and national publications like WINO
Magazine, Seattle Weekly, Washington Wine and more. Most recently, she is the author of
“Tasting Cider: The CIDERCRAFT Guide to the Distinctive Flavors of North American Hard
Cider,” published by Storey Publishing in 2017.

Crystie Kissler, Finnriver Farm & Cidery

Crystie Kisler lives and works at Finnriver Farm & Cidery in the Chimacum Valley on

the Olympic Peninsula of Washington. She works with her partners and crew to grow
Finnriver into a vibrant enterprise that serves the land with cider and showcases how rural
economic development, ecological restoration and organic agriculture can all converge and
thrive. Finnriver has renovated a historic dairy farm into a 50-acre destination orchard,
research farm, cider garden and community gathering place—all protected by permanent
conservation easements, certified organic and salmon safe and powered by a renewable
energy system. Finnriver is also a Certified B Corporation—joining the global movement to
make business a force for good. Crystie's mission in life and at Finnriver is to help reconnect
people to the land that sustains us.

Bev Heising, Whidbey Island Distillery

Bev Heising is co/owner and founder of Whidbey Island Distillery, founded in 2010. Bev
and her husband Steve bought 9 acres of beautiful Whidbey Island hillside in 2009. They
renovated existing buildings to include a distillery building (the Bunker), a residence (the
Bunk House), a tasting room, and other multi-use buildings on the property. Since then
Whidbey Island Distillery has become a recognized producer of some of the finest spirits in
the world including Loganberry, Blackberry, Raspberry and Boysenberry Liqueurs. All four
Liqueurs have won numerous awards including their Blackberry Liqueur which holds a 98
rating by the Beverage Testing Institute, making it one of the highest-rated spirits (of any
kind) produced in world. They also produce Rye Whiskey called “Bunker Rye” named for the
building where it is produced.

16 - CRAFT BEVERAGE PANEL
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Steve Luke, Cloudburst Brewing

Steve Luke is the Founder & Head Brewer at Cloudburst Brewing, which is nestled in an
inconspicuous 115-year-old building just north of Pike Place Market in Seattle, WA. Cloudburst
produces a wide array of award-winning beer styles, with an emphasis on ever changing,
hop-heavy IPAs and pale ales, coffee-laden stouts and porters, fruited & spiced French saisons
and slightly bastardized lagers. Prior to starting Cloudburst, he was the Lead Brewer at Elysian
Brewing. He has also worked/brewed at Rogue’s Issaquah Brewhouse, Cambridge House
Brewpub (CT), Allagash Brewing, and Harpoon Brewery, among several others.

Jeff Lindsay-Thorsen, W.T. Vintners & Raconteur Wine Company

Jeff Lindsay-Thorsen set out to learn about making wine in order to be a better sommelier.
Over the last 13 years, he has juggled both professions working as the sommelier and wine
director for celebrated chefs Scott Carsberg, Kerry Sear, Holly Smith and currently Michael Mina
at Seattle’s RN74 while growing his small Woodinville winery W.T. Vintners and more recently
Raconteur Wine Company. His passion for both sides of the industry has taken him around

the world several times including harvests in both Burgundy and New Zealand. Inspired by the
wines of Burgundy and the Northern Rhone he focuses on single-vineyard wines, aspiring to
express terroir and place over varietal and winemaking technique from the Pacific Northwest's
best vineyards.

THE NORTHWEST Z )7’ DESTINATION
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Culinary Panel

Whidbey Island: Hyperlocal Farm-to-Table Dining at The Highest Level

Vincent Nattress, Orchard Kitchen

Vincent Nattress grew up on Whidbey Island. At 16 years of age, he began his restaurant
career and has been hooked on restaurants ever since. After high school, Vincent took

his first trip to Europe, fell in love with its rich culinary history, and returned three times,
culminating in a three-month Stage in a Michelin-starred restaurant in Provence. This
internship served as his Senior Project for his Bachelor of Arts degree, “A Cultural and
Historical Perspective on the Culinary Arts.” Vincent then began a 16-year odyssey in the Bay
Area as Winery Chef at two different wineries, the creation of a catering company that made
it possible for him to work with many of the best wineries in California and beyond, and
eventually, with his wife Tyla Jones Nattress, he opened Roux Restaurant in St. Helena, which
earned much critical acclaim. In 2005, he joined Meadowood Napa Valley as the Executive
Chef with the mandate of restoring the property to culinary glory; he and his team set the
stage for Meadowood to become a culinary Mecca. Vincent and Tyla returned to Whidbey
Island with the desire to create a culinary destination of their own. This dream became
reality in 2015 with the opening of the Orchard Kitchen, a teaching kitchen and dining room
on their five-acre organic farm in Langley, Washington.

Tyler Hansen, The Oystercatcher

Tyler Hansen is chef and owner of the Oystercatcher restaurant in Coupeville, Washington.
Tyler and his team create harmonious farm-to-table menus to showcase what the island and
the region have to offer. By taking weekly walks around the field with farmers and picking
fruit from a local orchard, Tyler and his team are able to bring that experience to the table.
Being involved with the growing process to the finished product on the plate is the passion
that drives him as a chef, which is evident in every bite. Fresh bread is baked daily at the
restaurant, and the first wheat fields were harvested in September to mill for flour. He has
been cooking for the past 17 years, and his work experience ranges from the Chuckanut
Manor in Bow, Washington, to the Ridge Tahoe in Stateline, Nevada, to Restaurant Kelly
Liken in Vail, Colorado.

Moderator: Andrew Harris is a veteran specialty radio producer and an active food, wine and
travel journalist. He has produced and co-hosted the popular “SoCal Restaurant Show” since 2012.
He presently serves as the IFWTWA 2nd Vice President.
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Georgie Smith, Willowood Farm

Georgie Smith owns and operates Willowood Farm, which has been run by the Smith family
since the late 1800s. In the late 70s, the farm was key to a push to save the beautiful and
jeopardized farm land of Central Whidbey Island. In 1978, the farm and surrounding 17,000
acres were designated as the first ever “reserve” under the auspices of the National Park
Service. Known as the Ebey's Landing National Historic Reserve, it is a special kind of park
with land mostly privately owned but without developmental rights. The area preserves the
historic, cultural integrity of the small farming community it was when first settled. Georgie
moved back onto the farm with her family in the 1990s and started with a small vegetable
farm. Now, growing on approximately 12 acres, Georgie plants more than 200 named
varieties of vegetables, growing and producing nearly year-round. She supplies many island
chefs and some of the most acclaimed chefs in Seattle with her produce.

Jessica Hart, 3 Sisters Farm

Jessica Hart is a fifth-generation farmer on 3 Sisters Family Farms on Whidbey Island, which
raises cattle for GMO-free grass-fed beef and more. Jessica’s experience in the food service
and retail industries has added a unique perspective to business on the farm. Wanting to
offer the local community a year-round market selling products from their farm and other
local goods, Jessica and family opened 3 Sisters Market in April of 2013. Jessica resides

on Whidbey Island with her family. You can find her at the shop or on the beach with her
husband and puppy, Lucy.

DISCOVER YOUR derfiar

:,, »,J. ‘__\: ! ﬂ;_\ 11 ,‘\Jn_.‘;

VisitSanJuans.com

| TRAVEL .
=,

_//|TACOMA +

17 ki Lopez Island ¢ Orcas Island * San Juan Island / Friday"Harbor

CULINARY PANEL - 19



Workshop A
How Your Stories Can Promote a Destination’s Wish List

Marketing yourself well goes hand-in-hand with forging strong partnerships with media, destinations, local
businesses and, finally, news outlets. In this session, the team from the San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau will talk
about how to best market your personal brand to gain attention from media outlets and destinations. Using the San
Juan Islands as a case study, learn how to connect your stories with the place, season and mission of a destination
to become partners in marketing campaigns. Find out how to focus on local producers and tell stories to the right
media at the right time. And, once your story is written, learn how to leverage social media interaction before,
during and after trips to keep the cycle moving and growing.

Barbara Marrett

Barbara Marrett, Communications Manager for the San Juan County Visitors Bureau,
manages the national and international media relations efforts for San Juan County.

Her small but mighty team enjoys working with publications, film crews, journalists and
influencers to tell compelling, San Juan Islands-centric travel stories. She is the author of
Mahina Tiare, Pacific Passages: a story of travel, romance and adventure sailing to the Pacific's
most exotic islands and remote reefs. She is a long-time contributing editor to Cruising World
magazine, an international magazine geared to long-distance sailors.

Shannon Borg

Shannon Borg is the Marketing Coordinator for the San Juan Islands Visitors Bureau. A former
lifestyle editor for Seattle Magazine, her focus was on food, wine, travel and fashion, and she
has gone on to write the Tasting Notes wine column for 6 years. She has published two books:
Chefs on the Farm: Lessons and Inspiration from the Quillisascut Farm School of the Domestic

Arts, and The Green Vine: A Guide to West Coast Sustainable, Organic and Biodynamic Wines. Her
new blog, Oysterous & Vine (www.oysterous-and-vine.com) focuses on oysters, oyster bars,
oyster farms and light, natural & sustainably produced wines. A level-one-certified sommelier,
Shannon has managed the Doe Bay Café on Orcas Island. She is also a freelance marketing &
social media consultant for small food & farm-based businesses.
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Workshop B
Luxury Travel: Writing in Style

Luxury travel is one of the fastest growing markets in the world-wide tourism industry, which offers many
unique freelance writing opportunities. Luxury travel has evolved from more than first-class accommodations;
the discriminating traveler now demands authenticity and exclusivity. It's all About having a genuine, curated,
local experience. This workshop presents an in-depth look at the trends in the luxury travel industry and how to
develop story angles that sell for this growing travel market.

Edward Quan

Edward Quan specializes in global luxury travel and lifestyle. Be it art, music, history or
architecture, he explores the intersections of luxury travel which are curated, authentic
and experience-led. With a background in European luxury fashion, his travel stories from
the fashion capitals include reviews of top hotels and resorts, attractions, food and wine
and, of course, shopping.

+ More than 200 wineries within a
one hour’s drive!

‘ + Home to the state-of-the-art
VISI*{"‘ ,Z Ste. Michelle Wine Estates WSU Wine
Science Center and the Walter Clore
TR! 'CITIES Wine & Culinary Center!

WASHINGTON + Great hotels, restaurants, golf, water
recreation and so much more!

Fly{{/ﬁ'f?from the Tri-Cities and chedk your first case of wine free!
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First Fricday Art Walk (Year Round) Waterfront Festival (June)
Farmer’s Market (May - October) ~ Outdoor Concert Series (Summer)
Vintage Market (April + October) Arts Festival (August)
Spring Art Fest & Color Run (April) Bier on the Pier {October)
Spring Wine Festival {April) Brewgrass! (November)
Boat & Yacht Show (May) Coastal Christmas (December)
360.293.3832 | anacortes.org/visit OLYMPICPENINSULA.ORG - 360-452-8552 HEi @ =

Discover the mqgrc and loeauty of (he 7(/(6ap Veninsula

Viking Fest - Poulsb
Kingston Cove Summer Fest - May 12 “ng i

Poulsho Viking Fest - May 18-20
71st Armed Forces Day Parade -
Bremerton - May 19
Kitsap Harbor Festival - May 26-27
: Port Orchard Seagull Festival - May 26
Peninsula
National i : . Burley June Bug Flea Market - June 2
Water N : ) Gig Harbor Garden Tour - June 23-24

Trails Find details & more events at: VisitKitsap.com/Calendar &8

Treat your out-of-town guests to a tour of the many charming waterfront
cities and communities located all around the Kitsap Peninsula region.
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Find Things to Do, Places P17
to Eat, Drink, Play & Stay VISItKItsa p.Com

Elandan Gardens & Bonsai Museum
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