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There is nothing more powerful than when this association comes together to network,  
share ideas, stories, and activities. We are so happy to have you as part of the IFWTWA family.

Next step options. 
Think about volunteering. We could really use your skills.

Volunteering gives you a chance to give back.  
You’ll feel a sense of pride that you are volunteering  
your time, and our organization will benefit, too. 

Enjoy your travels. Use your benefits. We’re with you every step of the journey.

Thank YOU for attending Conference 2019!
CONNECTING PASSION, EDUCATION AND PEOPLE
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I’d like to personally welcome each of you to this special event. Thank you for investing in yourself and this association. 
I assure you can look forward to an inspiring and stimulating weekend. 

This event could not be possible without a leader. Because our membership is a highly mobile one with long days on 
the road and many hours of in-office writing, it becomes harder and harder to find the volunteers needed to manage 
our fundraisers. We are all fortunate First Vice President Linda Milks stepped forward (with a little nudge from some 
friends) to become this year’s Chair. 

To be a successful event manager, you need to do things efficiently and with focused purpose. This requires creativity, 
hours of work and imagination to work around road blocks. When I think of Linda, I think fierce determination, 
elasticity and creative programming skills. Thank you Linda!

Before I close, I’d like to thank each of you for attending our conference and bringing your expertise to our gathering. 
It’s an exciting time for the International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA) as we continue to grow 
and stay member-focused, adaptable, motivated and responsive. 

You, as organization leaders, have the vision, the knowledge, and the experience to help us pave our way into the 
future. You are truly our greatest asset today and tomorrow, and we could not accomplish what we do without 
your support. Throughout this conference, I ask you to stay engaged, think about volunteering on one of our 
many committees, keep us proactive and help us shape the future of IFWTWA. My personal respect and thanks 
goes out to all of you.

Linda Kissam, President

Welcome to the IFWTWA 2019 Professional Development Conference

Linda Kissam
President
International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association

Mission Statement
To provide guidance to the restaurant, hotel, and travel industries and the bestowing 
of awards on meritorious organizations and individuals through means of evaluation, 
articles, education and visitation. Further, to provide scholarships for students in 
hospitality and travel programs and to provide funds to educational organizations 
furthering the development and progress of the food, wine, travel, and hotel industry.

Linda Ki�am
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Food, Wine, Travel Magazine 
and fwtmagazine.com are 
official publications of  the 
International Food, Wine, 
Travel Writers Association.

The writers of  the International 
Food, Wine & Travel Writers 
Association take you around the 
globe as they explore the most 
exciting stories in food, wine 
and travel. Visit with the world's 
top chefs, uncover exotic 
destinations, and enjoy wines 
from around the world.  
 
Share in our adventures!

Food, wine, &  

travel stories  

for the discriminating  

traveler

Food, Wine, Travel Magazine 
publishes both website and digital 
issues. New articles to the website 
publish on average of  twice per 
week, and there are regular weekly 
columns that cover cruising, wine, 
and libations. The digital issue, 
which is back after a two-year 
hiatus, publishes quarterly.

Let’s Connect 

• www.facebook.com/
FWTMagazine/ 

• www.instagram.com/
fwtmagazine/ 

• twitter.com/FWTMagazine 
• www.pinterest.com/

fwtmagazine/   
• marketing@fwtmagazine.com 
• chris@fwtmagazine.com
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A Special Thank You to our Sponsors 

The International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association would like to extend our sincere thanks to our conference 
sponsors. Your gracious assistance allowed us to bring a valuable conference to our members and an opportunity 
for you to share all that you offer.

Platinum Sponsors Whidbey/Camano Islands – whidbeycamanoislands.com
Whidbey & Camano Islands shine in fall, winter and early spring with charms all their 
own. Imagine, just you and a great blue heron stalking the edge of a misty beach, 
cozying up by the fire with a good book and a glass of local wine as the wind roars 
through the firs outside your cabin window, the swish of puffy coats as you walk arm in 
arm between restaurants and shops in a quiet seaside village, or watching the sun rise 
over glassy water while the mountains glitter in the crystalline air.  All of this waits for 
you just a two-hour drive north of the hustle and bustle of Seattle.

Palm Springs Preferred Small Hotels – palmspringspreferredsmallhotels.com
Blissfully Palm Springs! From Mediterranean romantic to urban chic, we have your stay! 
Brilliantly Palm Springs! From perfectly blissful to energizing auras, we have your stay! 
Marvelously Palm Springs! From quiet retreats to playful parties, we have your stay! 
Fantastically Palm Springs! From bare it all to hideaway, we have your stay!

Experience what no large hotel or home rental could possibly provide.

Submerge yourself in a stay experience like no other. Only at small boutique hotels will 
you find yourself so beautifully enveloped by authentic Palm Springs experiences. From 
wildly fun to romantically secluded, solo traveling to group extravaganzas, we’ve got your 
stay covered. Stay independent and find yourself in the real Palm Springs.

Omaha – visitomaha.com
Explore a city filled with history, culture and adventure.

Walk across a swinging rope bridge suspended over a tropical rainforest at Omaha’s 
Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium. Hop aboard historic train cars at The Durham 
Museum. Climb in, on, and through everything imaginable at the Omaha Children’s 
Museum. Step into the pioneer life at the Mormon Trail Center. 

Explore more than 100 acres of botanical beauty at Lauritzen Gardens and marvel at 
exquisite works of art inside the Joslyn Art Museum. Boys Town is a national treasure 
featuring an expansive campus, historic chapel and museum. El Museo Latino is the first 
Latino art and history museum in the Midwest and Love’s Jazz and Art Center captures the 
heritage of jazz in an area where Duke Ellington, Count Basie and others once played.
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 Costa Mesa – travelcostamesa.com
Welcome to Costa Mesa, City of the Arts.

At the heart of Southern California is Orange County, the destination of choice for more 
than 46 million visitors each year. And nestled within Orange County is the internationally 
acclaimed arts and theater district – Costa Mesa. 

Stay in the City of the Arts at one of the top hotels in Orange County. Enjoy Broadway 
productions and concerts at Segrestrom Center for the Arts, experience designer shopping 
at South Coast Plaza, boutique shopping at The OC Mix, and support “little American 
business” at The Lab and The CAMP. Make it an Eatcation and dine at award-winning local 
hotspots and hidden gems throughout the city. Just minutes from top-rated beaches, and 
a short drive to major Southern California attractions, Costa Mesa is the perfect place to 
stay for an Orange County getaway.

New Mexico Wines – nmwine.com 
Welcome to New Mexico wine country and the beginning of an incredible journey. Nearly 
400 years ago, in 1629, the very first grapes were planted along the banks of the Rio 
Grande and American viticulture was born. These original vines were smuggled from Spain 
and planted by monks to produce wines for ceremony and sacrament. What began as a 
sacred tradition eventually grew into a thriving industry, and by the late 1800’s New Mexico 
was producing over a million gallons of wine annually. New Mexico’s modern day wine 
industry continues to evolve from traditional European roots, with over 50 wineries and 
tasting rooms throughout the state. It is not difficult to trace the influence of old Spain in 
our contemporary wines, but one can also taste the traditions of France, Italy, Germany 
and Central America in our present day vintages. We invite you to explore America’s most 
unique and independent winemaking region in the heart of the Southwest. Viva Vino! 

La Fonda On the Plaza – lafondasantafe.com
Step into the past and experience the splendor of the American Southwest at La Fonda 
on the PlazaTM, the only hotel situated on the historic Santa Fe Plaza. Start your vacation 
in Santa Fe and experience the allure of old world charm at one of the best Santa Fe 
hotels, where tasteful, modern conveniences blend with the warmth of authentic New 
Mexican style.

Vibrant decor and authentic New Mexican architecture intermingle with indulgent amenities. 
Each of our 180 beautifully appointed guest rooms and suites present an opportunity 
to experience the elegance of our property, boasting original artwork and hand-crafted 
furniture and luxury amenities.

An authentic example of one of Santa Fe’s 4-Diamond hotels, La Fonda on the Plaza 
offers three classic New Mexican dining experiences including a one-of-a-kind, seasonal, 
outdoor cocktail bar. And as the Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice #2 Hotel in The 
Southwest and West 2019, Santa Fe and La Fonda’s distinction as an unforgettable 
destination has never been clearer.
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Silver Sponsors Discover Flagstaff – discoverflagstaff.com
Arizona’s Destination for All Seasons!

Located in the high country mountains of northern Arizona, Flagstaff’s four seasons are 
enviable by many.

Summer temperatures average in the low 80s with sapphire blue skies and crisp mountain 
air, while winter adventures await in Arizona’s officially designated Winter Wonderland 
with an average 108” of snowfall in downtown.

The bounty continues into fall with a panoramic canvas of quaking aspen and foliage 
offering hues of reds and purples, while spring offers breathtaking beauty of blooms in the 
world’s largest contiguous emerald green ponderosa pine forest.

Travel Paso – travelpaso.com
Kick your feet up and relax at one of our luxurious hotels or enjoy the sunshine at our 
upscale RV resorts. From family-friendly hotel rooms to vacation rentals to sweetheart 
suites, we have it all in Paso Robles.

Taste your way through the vineyards, barrels and stills of Paso Robles. While wine is our 
forte, our brews, ciders, and spirits are making a splash on the Paso craft beverage scene.

Paso offers an array of great events year round. Whether you’re looking to learn about our 
heritage, our wine, or just attend a rocking concert, we have an event for you.

“Dancing Ground of The Sun” was the name for Santa Fe by early Native American inhabitants. 
The frontiersman at the turn of the 20th century referred to it as “The City Different.”

The flag of New Mexico consists of a red sun symbol of the Zia on a field of yellow. It was 
designed in 1920 to highlight the state’s Native American Pueblo and Nuevo Mexico Hispano 
roots. The colors evoke the flags of Habsburg, Spain (the Cross of Burgundy), Spain, and the 
Crown of Aragon brought by the conquistadors.

There are 19 Pueblo groups in New Mexico, speaking four distinct languages. The Pueblo people 
of the southwest have lived in the same location longer than any other culture in the Nation. 
More than 25,000 Ancient Puebloan sites have been identified in New Mexico.



Seattle

Whidbey &  
 Camano  
  Island

Vancouver, BC

W A S H I N G T O N S T A T E , U S A

Whidbey &  
 Camano Islands!Whidbey &  
 Camano Islands!

Drive off the mainland to... 

WhidbeyCamanoIslands.com

Th e Sh o r T e S T  Di S Ta n c e  T o  Fa r  away TM



International Food Wine & Travel Writers Association  •  2019 Professional Development Conference  •  November 11–13, 2019  • Santa Fe, New Mexico

SPONSORS - 9

Thank you to our Tourism Marketplace Exhibitor Participants

IFWTWA loves bringing media attendees face-to-face with destination marketers. This opportunity leads to future 
assignments, future coverage, and ongoing productive relationships. We are so grateful to our 2019 Tourism 
Marketplace Exhibitors.

Visit Albuquerque
Brenna Moore and Ceela McElveny

visitalbuquerque.org

Greater Birmingham CVB
Vickie Ashford

birminghamal.org

Discover Flagstaff
Meg Roederer and Caleb Schiff

flagstaffaz.org

v is i tparkc i ty.com

Travel Medford
Ashley Cates and Andres Childreth

travelmedford.org

Memphis Travel
Bittney Adu

memphistravel.com

Park City Chamber/Bureau
Dan Howard

visitparkcity.com

Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance
Christopher Taranto and Mike Dawson

travelpaso.com

Visit Phoenix
Sarah Boyd and Danielle Leoni

visitphoenix.com

Tourism Santa Fe
Joanne Hudson and Jordan Guenther

santafe.org

Santa Fe Workshops
David Weber and Stafford Squier

santafeworkshops.com



International Food Wine & Travel Writers Association  •  2019 Professional Development Conference  •  November 11–13, 2019  • Santa Fe, New Mexico

10 - CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

IFWTWA 2019 Conference Schedule

Monday, November 11, 2019

3:00 to 6:00 pm IFWTWA Registration Table
 Late registration will take place Tuesday morning, November 12, outside the Lumpkins Ballroom
 
6:00 to 8:00 pm   Welcoming Reception at La Fonda

• Gruet Winery will be present and be pouring their wine. Docents will provide tours of the historic La Fonda on the Plaza
• Welcome from Joanne Hudson, Public Relations Manager, Tourism Santa Fe
• Welcome from Vickie Rojas, Convention Services Manager of La Fonda
• Welcome from Linda Kissam, IFWTWA President
• Sponsor Presentation during Reception

Tuesday, November 12, 2019

7:00 to 8:15 am  Breakfast on your own

8:15 am to 8:45 am  Welcome Address – Lumpkins Ballroom – Linda Milks, 1st Vice President & IFWTWA Conference Chair
• Recognition of Conference Planning Committee
• Annual General Meeting by Linda Kissam, IFWTWA President

8:45 am to 9:45 am Workshop A: Wine Cuisine Travel Journalism – Stiha Room – Presentation by Christopher John Davies
  Don’t sit and wait for the next press trip invitation! Create your custom press trip to anywhere you desire. Building a custom itinerary 

with the assistance of wine and tourism boards can help you expand your coverage many times over. Christopher will share his 
experiences, photographs, and wine insights as well as his approach to planning a great trip, including international travel. 

8:45 am to 9:45 am Workshop B: Social Media – Lumpkins Ballroom – Presentation by Mary Farah and Chris Cutler
  Introduction to the latest fundamentals and algorithms for popular platforms like Instagram and Pinterest. Learn about content 

creation, social media management tools as well as the difference between writing and photographing for social media, blogs, and 
magazines. Learn the “Do’s and Don’ts” of hashtags, how to easily create your own content calendars and utilize scheduling tools 
for all your social media updates so you can focus your time on what you really love: food, wine, and travel writing. 

 
9:45 am to 10:00 am  Break

10:00 am to 11:00 am  Keynote Presentation: How to Find Unique Story Angles and Photos - Lumpkins Ballroom 
 – Keynote Speakers, Judith Fein and Paul Ross

  In a very difficult and competitive environment, how do you sell stories and photos? There is a way to break through the seemingly 
impenetrable wall of non-response and no, thank you. The secret is: pitch unique stories that no one can write but you. How do 
you go about finding those angles, and employing skills and interests you may already have? How do you develop a narrative voice 
that engages readers? This exciting keynote will tell you how. 
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  Judith Fein’s inspirational, enlightening, just-released book is a case in point. In HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE DEAD and How It’s 
Done Around the World, Judith takes you along as you discover how she finds the story, tracks down an experience, and writes about 
it. And her award-winning photojournalist husband Paul Ross will give you insider tips on how to take unique, appealing photos.

  When Judith and Paul speak there is always an interactive element that engages you in the subject. And afterwards there will be a 
personalized book signing in plenty of time for holiday gifts. 

  Judith Fein is an award-winning travel journalist who has contributed to more than 100 publications and is a Tedx speaker.  
Paul has won the Travel Classics award for best article written by a travel journalist and will be displaying his photos during 
Judith’s presentation. 

11:00 am to 12:15 pm Chef’s Culinary Panel – Andrew Harris, Moderator
• Chef Sllin Cruz, Geronimo Restaurant
• Chef Katharine Kagel, Café Pasqual’s
• Nancy Ranney, Manager of Ranney Ranch
• Nina Yozell-Epstein, Founder of Squash Blossom Local Food, Inc.

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm  Lunch Buffet at La Fonda Mezzanine 

Group A
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm  Tour the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum.
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm  Explore Santa Fe Plaza, the heart of downtown with Native American art vendor programs located under the portal of the  

Palace of the Governors Museum.  

Group B
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm  Explore Santa Fe Plaza, the heart of downtown with Native American art vendor programs located under the portal of the  

Palace of the Governors Museum.  
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm Tour the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum. 

4:00 pm onwards   Free time to explore Canyon Road with 80 art galleries and shops along a half mile.
 Dinner is on your own this evening. The Santa Fe Value Card will be available in your tote bags from Santa Fe Tourism

Wednesday, November 13, 2019

7:00 am to 8:15 am  Breakfast on your own

8:15 am to 9:15 am Workshop C: Demystifying Video Storytelling – Shortcuts for Travel Writers – Stiha Room – Presentation by Elaine Masters
  We’ve all heard that video is king for PR, destinations, for social media, and blogs. You don’t have to aspire to being a YouTube star 

to make it work. While video storytelling can be intimidating, there are shortcuts and tools in abundance. Elaine has been producing 
videos over the past five years and sprinkles them throughout her various channels from YouTube and beyond. Always looking for 
shortcuts and speed, she’s learned to document trips and experiences and then push them into the ether. She’ll talk about App 
options, how to keep equipment costs and travel weight down, how to edit in your phone, and the importance of native uploads.  

 



Stay. Write. Be Independent.

Help your readers disappear into romantic bliss for a couple of days, or dive into the Palm Springs 
adventure of a lifetime. At an independently owned, small hotel you’ll experience a local vibe  
that no large hotel or home rental can provide. From quaint and quietly secluded bungalows  

to hip and modern poolside-hangouts, we’ve got a stay that fits anyone’s personal style.  
Contact kimberlimunkres@gmail.com for press information and stays.

Blissfully
Palm Springs

Discover more at
AuthenticPalmSprings.com

From Mediterranean romantic to urban chic,  
we have your stay.
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8:15 am to 9:15 am Workshop D: Pitch Perfection: Pitching Brands, Magazines, DMOs, and More – Lumpkins Ballroom 
 – Presentation by Susan Lanier-Graham
  Learn the fine art of crafting the perfect pitch. Discover the best ways to target your pitches for magazines, websites, brands, 

DMOs, and more. Finesse your pitches to perfection in this nitty gritty, how-to workshop with plenty of successful examples,  
and a few not-to-do tips. 

9:15 to 9:30 am Break. Thank you to Visit Phoenix for sponsoring our coffee and tea break.

9:30 to 10:30 am  Workshop E: Tips and Tactics for Amazing Food and Wine Photography – Lumpkins Ballroom – Presentation by David Nershi
  Are your photos as delicious as the wine and food you’re sampling? We’ll serve up savory suggestions to make those photos pop  

as well as tools and techniques for maximizing the potential of your Android phone camera. 
 
9:30 to 10:30 am  Workshop F: Find the magic within and explore the creative possibilities of your iPhone – Stiha Room 
 – Presentation by Noreen O’Brien of the Santa Fe Workshops
  Discover how iPhone Photography goes beyond just taking a picture by transforming images into spectacular works of art.  

10:30 am to 12:30 pm  Tourism Marketplace – Required Attendance for all IFWTWA Member Attendees 
  Destination marketing organizations and hospitality/tourism providers meet with food, wine, and travel media in  

one-on-one sessions. 

12:30 to 2:00 pm   Walk to Lunch at Convention Center for “Taste of Santa Fe” event with local chefs; local wines; local beers; local chocolatier, 
Kakawa Chocolate House; Colin Keegan of Santa Fe Spirits.

 * Those who signed up for transportation needs will receive transportation

2:00 to 5:00 pm  Transportation to Meow Wolf Art Complex with permanent installation House of Eternal Return, or Museum Hill (The Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture, The Wheelwright Museum of American Indian, The Museum of Spanish Colonial Arts, and The Museum of 
International Folk Art.) 

 * Attendees travel to where they signed up for at registration. Transportation to both venues.

6:00 pm Cooking Demonstration and Dinner at Santa Fe School of Cooking 

 * Those who signed up for transportation needs will receive transportation

Thursday, November 14

Breakfast On Your Own
Check Out of Hotel
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Visit Albuquerque
Brenna Moore, PR & Communications Manager, visitalbuquerque.org
Brenna Moore has more than 10 years of experience in communications and public 
and media relations. She is a Fulbright Scholar, and received degrees in Journalism and 
German from the University of Montana. A native New Mexican, Brenna returned to her 
home state after working abroad and now serves as PR & Communications Manager 
for Visit Albuquerque, whose mission is to stimulate economic growth by marketing 
Albuquerque as a convention, sports and visitor destination.

Ceela McElveny, Vice President, visitalbuquerque.org
Ceela McElveny has more than 20 years’ experience in marketing and communications, 
publications management, and nonprofit management. She currently serves as Vice 
President of Visit Albuquerque, and has previously served as the Vice President of 
Operations for Albuquerque Economic Development Inc. A native of Albuquerque, she 
is a graduate of the University of New Mexico. She has earned certification as an editor 
from the Board of Editors in the Life Sciences and certification as a nonprofit association 
executive from the American Society of Association Executives.

Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Vickie S. Ashford, Director of Travel Media, birminghamal.org
Vickie Ashford began employment with the Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors 
Bureau in 1991 as an information specialist. She has held the position of Director of Travel 
Media since 1999. This position serves travel journalists interested in visiting Birmingham 
after hearing story ideas shared at various media marketplaces, often followed up with a 
personal tour of the city.

Vickie is a member of relevant media related organizations, including International Food, 
Wine & Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA), Society of American Travel Writers (SATW) 
board member, North American Travel Journalists Association (NATJA) Advisory Board 
member, National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ), and Public Relations Society  
of America (PRSA).

Vickie Ashford lists as her recent personal accomplishments being chosen as the 2016 
Alabama Tourism Professional of the Year and 2019 Positive Maturity’s Top 50 Over 50.
Being the tenth of eleven children. Vickie says family is very important to her. She is an avid 
sports fan, especially college football, cheering on those beloved Auburn Tigers. Vickie is 
truly politically and socially active. She is the proud motivator of anyone in need of spiritual 
or personal enrichment. Vickie is a devout worker in the church where she proudly leads 
Sunday morning services each week.

Tourism Marketplace Exhibitor Participants
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Discover Flagstaff
Meg Roederer, Communications Specialist, flagstaffaz.org
Meg has more than 20 years of extensive experience in the communications field with a 
background that includes work as the City of Flagstaff Interim Communications Manager, 
Discover Flagstaff Public Relations Manager, co-owner/founder of Flagstaff business 
Arizona Music Pro, as well as the Executive Assistant to the Flagstaff Mayor and Council. 
Meg graduated in 1992 from Northern Arizona University with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Public Relations. She has worked at the City of Flagstaff for more than 17 years applying 
her skillset to media and film relations, website management, council relations, marketing, 
social media, community outreach, special events, special projects and strategic planning. 
She understands the complexities of communicating compelling messages on a variety of 
communication platforms.

Travel Medford
Ashley Cates, Creative Director, travelmedford.org
Ashley Cates was born in Sonoma, California and grew up in the wine industry assisting her 
family in operating their estate vineyard and winery in Southern Oregon. After graduating 
from the University of Oregon in 2010, she traveled to the Hunter Wine Valley in Australia 
where she immersed herself in the wine and tourism region. In 2012, Ashley studied the 
culture and industry in the Ribera del Duero of Spain while her husband worked as an 
assistant winemaker for Domino De Cair. Following, Ashley and her husband were hired 
by Kim Crawford and Drylands winery in Marlborough, New Zealand. In 2015 Ashley was 
pinned with the International Guild of Sommeliers and in 2018 she obtained her gold pin 
certification by the American Hotel and Lodging Educational institute in collaboration with 
the Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association. Later that same year, in pursuit of promoting 
the valley and industries she is so passionate about, Ashley joined the Travel Medford team 
as their Creative Director. 

Andrea Childreth, Marketing Director, travelmedford.org
Raised in the Rogue Valley, Andrea has deep community ties and pride for Medford. 
Andrea obtained her Master’s of Science degree in Sports Marketing and administration 
and Bachelor’s of Arts in Journalism and French from Indiana University. She has been 
a marketing professional for more than 25 years which has given her the opportunity 
to work with a variety of industries, including university sports marketing, health care, 
financial and professional services, construction, retail, hospitality, tourism and nonprofit– 
all of which have afforded her a comprehensive marketing perspective and depth of 
knowledge. She has been the Marketing Director for Travel Medford since 2016 and her 
strengths lie in strategic marketing planning and execution. 
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Memphis Travel
Bittney Adu, Public Relations Manager, memphistravel.com
Brittney Adu is a public relations manager for Memphis’ official destination marketing 
organization, Memphis Tourism. While she broadly focuses on promoting Memphis as a 
destination, she also dives into the city’s emerging culinary scene beyond its world-famous 
barbecue. She welcomes journalists from stellar publications such as Southern Living, 
Forbes, and Food & Wine and influential writers from across the world as they experience 
the destination and create stories that captivate their audiences. She graduated from The 
University of Memphis with a BA in Public Relations in 2017 and her position with Memphis 
Tourism is her first career venture following a series of internships in the Memphis area.

 
Park City Chamber/Bureau
Dan Howard, Communications Director, visitparkcity.com
Dan Howard is Communications Director for the Park City Chamber/Bureau and loves 
promoting his area’s Olympic legacy, luxury lodging, dining and spa scene. He loves the mild 
winters and Utah’s fluffy snow, skiing under blue skies in Spring and sitting under summer 
stars as Park City hosts the Utah Symphony each season. Fall is his favorite time of year, and 
you can usually find him fly fishing in blue-ribbon waters on the Provo, Green and Middle 
Weber rivers. 

Dan was relocated to Park City in 2010, to open Montage Deer Valley, a luxury ski-in/ski-out 
resort. He also was public relations director for Four Seasons Resort, The Biltmore Santa 
Barbara. He spent 15 years working with media in staff positions at tourism bureaus in 
Beverly Hills, Napa Valley and San Francisco. 

He started his tourism career in New York and Los Angeles promoting travel on behalf of 
tourism boards in Mexico, Spain, Thailand and Bermuda. 

Dan earned his Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and East Asian Studies from the 
University of Southern California and holds a master’s degree in business administration 
from Harvard University. 
 

Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance
Christopher Taranto, Communications Director, travelpaso.com
Christopher Taranto holds the position of Communications Director at the Paso Robles Wine 
Country Alliance. He leads the media and trade relations efforts of the Alliance by working 
with local, regional and national media and trade in support of the organization’s mission to 
market Paso Robles as a wine region. His knowledge of the wine industry, combined with  
19 years of association management history, and destination marketing experience is a valued 
asset as an Alliance director. Christopher has been with the Alliance since January 2007.
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Mike Dawson, Travel Paso Media, solterrastrategies.com
Mike Dawson works to expose Paso Robles, California, to journalists and influencers, 
keying them the myriad storylines and emerging trends of the region that speak to their 
publication’s audience. From its wine country and culinary scenes and eclectic luxury lodging 
options, to its cowboy/surfer roots, Paso Robles is a premier California wine region—with 
beach access, and much more. It is a region on the rise, and the fresh-angle storylines are 
practically endless. Let’s chat. 

 
Visit Phoenix
Sarah Boyd, Media Relations Manager, visitphoenix.com
With over a decade of experience in the hospitality industry and a passion for creating 
meaningful stories and connections, Sarah Boyd serves as the Media Relations Manager for 
Visit Phoenix. Boyd manages all aspects of media visits from pitching the ideas, crafting the 
itineraries, and executing the trip. 

Boyd originally joined the Visit Phoenix team in June 2019. She has and continues to play an 
integral role in ensuring that all media and PR initiatives align with the destination’s identity 
while working to enhance Phoenix’s overall visibility to past, present and future visitors. 

Prior to assuming her role at Visit Phoenix, Boyd served as the Social Media & Marketing 
Manager at the historic Wigwam Resort located in Arizona. Boyd was responsible for 
managing the day-to-day social campaigns, as well as overseeing and implementing initiatives 
throughout the historic resort. As a result of her oversight, Boyd was awarded Stars of the 
Industry Heart of the House Manager of the Year award from Arizona Lodging & Tourism in 
2018. Before that, Boyd served as the Public Relations Coordinator of Caesars Entertainment, 
where she successfully spearheaded a variety of local media relations campaigns for the 
brand. Boyd has also held key positions at Las Vegas Sands Corporations, where she held the 
position of Media Partnerships Coordinator, as well as The Venetian, where she oversaw all 
public relations and partnership efforts.

Born and raised in Phoenix, Boyd earned her Bachelor of Business Administration and 
Management from University of Phoenix. She currently resides in Downtown Phoenix, AZ, 
where she loves exploring with her boyfriend, Graeme and fur baby, Slug.

Danielle Leoni, Executive Chef / Owner, The Breadfruit & Rum Bar, thebreadfruit.com 
Hailed as a champion of sustainability and green restaurant innovation, Chef Danielle 
Leoni has distinguished herself with an avant-garde approach to blending the best of the 
southwest with the tropical traditions of Jamaica. Chef Leoni has spent over a decade 
exploring the islands of the Caribbean and immersing herself in seaside food cultures with 
a keen eye on responsible fishing practices. Under her stewardship, The Breadfruit and 
Rum Bar has introduced an entirely new cuisine to Arizona while redefining perceptions of 
tropical and green dining. 



RICHARD BLAIS

Take an Eatcation™
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Nationally recognized as a culinary leader implementing sustainable change within our food 
system, she travels the nation speaking about ecological and social sustainability through 
the lens of food. She is a contributing member of the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood 
Watch Blue Ribbon Task Force– a well-regarded group of Chefs selected from across the 
nation for their leadership roles in seafood sustainability. She is an alum of the James Beard 
Foundation (JBF) Chefs Boot Camp for Policy & Change, a recipient of the JBF Women in 
Entrepreneurial Leadership fellowship and holds the Leadership designation in Arizona for 
the JBF’s Smart Catch seafood sustainability program. She has amassed numerous accolades 
and awards, along with considerable print and TV features over the past decade. 

Tourism Santa Fe
Joanne Hudson, Public Relations Manager, santafe.org
Joanne Hudson works with members of the media providing press trip assistance, story 
ideas, press kits and images of Santa Fe, New Mexico. She is your go-to resource for Santa 
Fe information and facilitates all Santa Fe press familiarization tours. She has learned to love 
New Mexico chile and prefers to order red not green on most meals. Prior to relocating to 
New Mexico in May 2017, Joanne spent six years with the Flagstaff CVB in Northern Arizona. 
Joanne was born and raised in central California and is always happy to chat about the 
Basque restaurants in her hometown of Bakersfield, CA.

Santa Fe Workshops
Stafford Squier, President, santafeworkshops.com 
Stafford Squier is the President of the Santa Fe Workshops, where he leads the creation and 
delivery of photography and writing workshops in New Mexico, Mexico, Cuba, Japan, India, 
Nepal, and other domestic and international locations. Stafford works closely with the team 
in Santa Fe to create the world’s best experiential education workshops.

Stafford holds degrees in Behavioral Psychology and the Philosophy of Science from Whitman 
College. But his first love is photography. His photographic journey started in 1979 when his 
high-school teacher gave him the keys to the black and white darkroom. In 1990 Stafford 
helped start Argentum, the first fully digital service bureau in Seattle.  Stafford designed and 
managed the Digital Media lab for Microsoft’s Consumer Division. He followed with spending 
ten years as the Director of Imaging for Corbis (Bill Gates owned medial licensing company). 
Stafford also helped Chase Jarvis conceptualize and launch Creative Live, the world’s premiere 
online creative education company. 

Stafford is an accomplished athlete who enjoys cycling, backcountry skiing, fly-fishing, and 
whitewater paddling. Stafford moved to Santa Fe in January of 2019 and loves being a part of 
this uniquely creative community.
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Judith Fein 

Judith Fein specializes in deep culture by day and memorable accommodations at night. She’s 
given a TEDx talk about Deep Travel; blogs about Transformative Travel for PsychologyToday.
com; reviews films and opera; blogs for the Santa Fe Opera; gave the keynote address for 
the Adventure Travel Trade Association; was a featured speaker at New Mexico Travel Tank 
and the Governor’s Conference on Tourism; and has authored two best-selling books and the 
libretto for a hit opera. 

She’s contributed to 110 publications including Smithsonian, National Geographic 
Traveler, Luxury Magazine, Afar, Hemispheres, Dallas Morning News, Four Seasons, AARP, 
ExploreDance.com and American Way and is the Senior Travel Correspondent for the San 
Diego Jewish Journal. 

Judith has co-founded and is Executive Editor of the award-winning group travel blog 
YourLifeisaTrip.com, which has more than 200 writers. She was a Hollywood screenwriter for 
13 years, and ran a widely acclaimed experimental theatre company in Europe. 

Judith has been interviewed as a travel expert for many radio shows, podcasts, Internet, and 
print publications. Her newest book, How to Communicate with the Dead…and How It’s Done 
Around The World, will be released soon. 

Email: Judie@GlobalAdventure.us 
Website: http://www.GlobalAdventure.us
http://www.YourLifeIsATrip.com 

TEDx talk on Deep Travel: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GErjagMyrYk&feature=youtu.be

Keynote: Judith Fein and Paul Ross

The Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe is the oldest government building in the nation. 
The Spanish built it as part of a fortress in 1609. In 1909, it was converted to the Palace of 
the Governors History Museum which houses exhibits on Spanish, Mexican, and American 
colonization dating back to the late 1500’s.

Santa Fe was founded 10 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth. The Spanish were in 
New Mexico long before the Mayflower landed at Massachusetts rock. Santa Fe is not only the 
oldest European city west of the Mississippi River, it’s the oldest capital city in North America, 
dating to 1610.
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Paul Ross

Paul Ross travels the world with camera, curiosity, and humor. He’s cooked exotic meals with 
chefs across the globe and written a popular column about it.

He has written about opera for Popular Mechanics; the first Native American Big Foot and UFO 
conference for the Fortean Times, and he recently had a nine-page article about Flamenco in 
New Mexico in Nexos, the American Airlines Spanish language magazine. 

Paul has won writing and photography awards, and he teaches travel photography. His articles 
and photos have appeared in publications like Smithsonian, Santa Fe Monthly, The Dallas 
Morning News, Racked.com, Hemispheres, and ExploreDance.com. 

He hasn’t cooked the same meal twice in 33 years of marriage, and recently trained with the 
Master of the Yamabushi monks in remote Japan. 

Email: Paul@GlobalAdventure.us
Website: http://www.GlobalAdventure.us
Photo website: https://paulross.photography/

Paso Robles, California 
Heart of the Central Coast Wine Country
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 Root Public House

TASTE NEARLY 200 RESTAURANTS AND 
EIGHT AWARD-WINNING BREWERIES

CRITIC’S  CHOICE

Favorite Arizona Food Town
PHOENIX MAGAZINE, JANUARY 2018

WIPE the SMILE
           on your FACE

#wipethesmile
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Nancy Ranney – Ranney Ranch
Nancy Ranney manages the Ranney Ranch in the high mesa country of central New Mexico, 
owned by her family since 1968. The ranch is proud of its Grassfed/Grassfinished Beef 
program, its regenerative land management practices and its certification by the American 
Grassfed Association (AGA), A Greener World/Animal Welfare Approved (AWA) and the 
Audubon Conservation Ranching Program (Certified Grazed on Bird-Friendly Land).

Nancy has a graduate degree in Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning (MLA/
Harvard University Graduate School of Design) and is a board member of the Quivira 
Coalition, the Southwest Grassfed Livestock Alliance and a member of the New Mexico Cattle 
Growers.

Nina Yozell-Epstein – Squash Blossom Local Food Inc.
Nina Yozell-Epstein is the founder of Squash Blossom Local Food Inc., a social enterprise 
serving farmers of, and around, Northern New Mexico by distributing their produce to 
restaurants and to the general public in Santa Fe. 

Nina has worked in food and farming both in her home state of New Mexico, and around 
the globe. Her experience in small-scale agriculture ranges from growing, to distribution, 
managing and vending at farmers’ markets, and years in the non-profit sector. 

Squash Blossom was the City of Santa Fe’s Small Business of the year in 2018. She and her 
partner, Mathew Ladegaard, also own and operate Ground Stone Farm in Pojoaque, New 
Mexico. Using organic practices, they grow a variety of crops ranging from greens, herbs, 
fruits, flowers, and seeds. 

Ground Stone Farm produce is available through Squash Blossom and at the Santa Fe 
Farmers’ Market. 

Sllin Cruz – Geronimo Restaurant 
In April of 2016 Chef Sllin Cruz was appointed as the executive chef of award-winning, fine 
dining restaurant Geronimo in Santa Fe, New Mexico. After almost two years running the 
Geronimo kitchen as chef de cuisine and being awarded Open Table’s Top 100 Restaurants 
in America through his culinary talent, Cruz took over from acclaimed Chef Eric DiStefano, 
who sadly passed away in February 2016. Geronimo restaurant, located on historic Canyon 
Road, presents an exquisite ‘Global Eclectic with a French base’-inspired menu focusing on 
comfort delicacies from all over the world.

Chef Cruz has an impressive pedigree working with the top chefs and restaurants in Santa Fe 
including; The Compound, opening Bouche Bistro, and Las Campanas. “Chef DiStefano found 
Sllin”, noted Chris Harvey, Geronimo partner and general manager. “He knew immediately 
who he wanted when the previous chef de cuisine left a couple of years ago”.

Culinary Panel
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Katharine Kagel – Café Pasqual’s
Katharine Kagel is the founder/owner and executive chef of Café Pasqual’s which is currently 
celebrating its 40th year. Cafe Pasqual’s passionately serves organic foods and wines. Chef 
Kagel also curates Cafe Pasqual’s Gallery. 

Chef Kagel has authored two cook books; Cooking with Cafe Pasqual’s, Ten Speed Press and 
Spirited Recipes from Cafe Pasqual’s, Chronicle Books. 

She received the James Beard Foundation award for America’s Regional Classics Award.  
Chef Kagel has also been nominated by the James Beard Foundation as Best Chef: Southwest. 

She has been a guiding founder of Santa Fe’s response to food insecurity: Founder, The Food 
Brigade (providing perishable and prepared food rescue); Board Member, Food Chain National 
Board; First Vision; founder of The Food Depot; Advisory council member, Kitchen Angels 
(providing free hot meals delivered daily to Santa Fe’s medically challenged homebound.) 

Cafe Pasqual’s Gallery features handmade mica cook pots in both the Jicarilla – Apache 
style and of the Northern New Mexico Pueblos. The gallery represents 24 artists in an 
array of media.

Andrew Harris, Culinary Panel Moderator
Andrew, the show runner, executive producer and co-host for “The SoCal Restaurant Show” 
heard on Saturday mornings in Southern California, is a veteran specialty radio show 
producer. Harris also is an accredited food, wine and travel journalist. Before rejoining AM 
830 KLAA in late 2012, he produced (starting in 1998) popular, and long running food radio 
shows previously heard on KFI-AM 640, TalkRadio 790 KABC, and KFWB News 980.

Andrew is a recognized authority on the dining scene in Southern California. For 17 years 
(concluding in 2008), he wrote the “Dateline” Los Angeles column covering area restaurant 
and chef happenings in Los Angeles and Orange Counties for “Beard Bites,” now published 
biweekly as an e-newsletter by the prestigious James Beard Foundation (the producers of 
the annual James Beard Foundation Awards.)

Hatch, New Mexico is known as the “Green Chile capital of the world.” Red and green Hatch 
chiles are really just the same pepper picked at different times. When picked early and then 
roasted, Hatch green chiles have a very smoky, upfront flavor. Then as the chiles mature and 
turn red, they develop a slightly sweeter flavor profile and a more earthy underlying taste.

New Mexico is wine country. Franciscan Garcia de Zuniga and a monk named Antonio de 
Arteaga – started growing wine grapes along the Rio Grande around 1629. By the late  
19th century, New Mexico was the wine growing region in the United States, producing over  
a million gallons each year. These days, nearly 50 wineries dot the landscape.



Experience the Stellanator. What in the 
world is that? Glad you asked. It’s a 4.5 lb. 
4,900 calorie burger topped with everything 
imaginable (think peanut butter, jalapeños, 
eggs, bacon … and that’s only the beginning.) 
Taste the soulful seasoned oven-fried chicken, 
a 100-year-old recipe that’s still a crowd 
pleaser at Big Mama’s. At Dante, order a slice 
of pizza certified by the Italian government. 
Lastly, for dessert, stop by the Lithuanian 
Bakery, where bakers spend three days 
to ensure their mouth-watering old-world 
Napoleon torte is the best it can be.

OMAHA’S 
TRAVELWORTHY 

FOOD

Sign up to be the first to know 
about Foodie Fam Tours or find story 
ideas about Omaha’s food scene.

media.VisitOmaha.com
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Workshops
   Workshop A – Wine Cuisine Travel Journalism by Christopher John Davies

Christopher John Davies
Mr. Davies is an American Photojournalist, Entrepreneur and Editor, and Publisher of Wine 
Country International Magazine. He is CEO and Co-founder of Wine Country Network, Inc 
(2002 to present), a multi-platform media and event company, focused on the world of wine, 
spirits, cuisine, and travel.

Davies’ experience includes magazine publishing and network sales with Petersen Publishing 
in New York. He worked with their network of 170 magazines (including PhotoGraphic, Motor 
Trend, Teen, and Guns and Ammo). Mr. Davies also enjoyed an extensive 17-year career 
in the photographic industry with senior level positions at The Charles Beseler Company, 
Challenger Photo Marketing, and GMI Photographic.

Davies is a New York native who was born in New York City and grew up on the South Shore 
of Long Island, New York.

He attended the New York School of Film & Media at SUNY Buffalo.

Certifications and Professional Memberships Include:
• Sommelier Level One with The Court of Master Sommeliers
• Professional/ Corporate Member: The American Wine Society (AWS)
• Member of the International Food Wine Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA)
• General Member of The American Society of Media Photographers (ASMP)
• International Member of the ORDINE DEI GIORNALISTI EMILIA-ROMAGNA

(505) 983-1400
www.santafeworkshops.com© Owen Emerson

New Mexico has more PhDs 
per capita than any other state. 
They are a smart bunch in the 
Land of Enchantment. Why? 
The government. Albuquerque 
hosts Sandia National 
Laboratories and a number of 
other research facilities. Then 
there’s Los Alamos National 
Laboratory, Intel, and several 
land management agencies, 
including the Forest Service 
and National Park Service. And 
don’t forget that Microsoft was 
famously established in an 
Albuquerque garage.
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   Workshop B – Social Media Introductions to the Latest Fundamentals by Mary Farah and Chris Cutler

Mary Farah
Mary is a Los Angeles native who has been writing on her popular travel and lifestyle blog, 
Along Comes Mary, since 2012. In addition to Along Comes Mary, she also contributes to a 
variety of online magazines including Locale and FWT. Mary loves to highlight all a destination 
has to offer, while also offering resources for where to find the best gluten-free dining.

Chris Cutler 
Chris is a writer, photographer, editor, guide, teacher, traveler, Ohio native, Nevada resident, 
and world citizen. She lives in Las Vegas with her husband and crazy Welsh Terrier, but she 
can’t sit still very long. In addition to maintaining her own websites Cold Pasta and Red Wine 
and Christine Cutler, she is executive editor of Food, Wine, Travel Magazine and teaches  
grammar and writing classes for UNLV.

Chris finds being a travel writer the perfect job since it allows her to see the world and work 
from wherever she is.  She’s visited three continents, 44 states, 35 countries, and more than 
850 cities. Chris specializes in writing about food, culture, and history of the destinations she 
visits. As a new Italian citizen, Chris writes about her extensive travels there.

Chris is a member of the International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA), 
North American Travel Journalists Association (NATJA), Travel Massive, TravMedia, Phi Kappa 
Phi, and Nonfiction Authors Association.

   Workshop C – Demystifying Video Storytelling by Elaine Masters

Elaine Masters
A passionate traveler, freelance writer, and video storyteller, Elaine founded Tripwellgal.com 
to cover culinary trends, mindful travel and overlooked destinations. A recent winner of the 
Excellence in Journalism Award from the San Diego Press Club, Elaine’s written for Edible, 
San Diego Home and Garden, International Luxury Travel, Hidden Compass, Roadtripping 
Magazines, multiple online travel outlets, and contributes to Travel Awaits. A scuba diving 
and seafood fanatic, Elaine agrees with Helen Keller (who she once played onstage) that, 
“Life’s an adventure or nothing.”

   Workshop D – Targeting Your Pitch by Susan Lanier-Graham

Susan Lanier-Graham
Susan Lanier-Graham has been writing and speaking about luxury food, wine and travel 
destinations for more than two decades. She is publisher and editor-in-chief of Wander With 
Wonder, an online travel magazine. 
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She has authored more than 75 books and hundreds of magazine articles. Susan is an 
award-winning travel writer, a member of the North American Travel Journalists Association 
(NATJA) and Society of American Travel Writers (SATW). She is a Certified California Wine 
Appellation Specialist (CWAS). 

Susan is an ambassador for Rocky Mountaineer where she takes readers along on journeys 
of a lifetime through the Canadian Rockies. She has also been an official ambassador for 
Travelocity, offering tips and inspiration to fellow travel enthusiasts. 

Susan’s work regularly appears in print and online in WHERE Arizona, WHERE Phoenix + 
Scottsdale, Alamo.com travel guides, Luxe. Interiors + Design, AAA Highroads, AAA EnCompasse, 
AAA Via, Luxe Beat Magazine, So Scottsdale, AAA Home & Away, Green Living AZ, Life Refined, 
Modern Luxury, Fairmont.com, ExperienceScottsdale.com, VisitGrapevine, and more.

   Workshop E – Tips and Tactics for Amazing Food and Wine Photography by David Nershi
David Nershi 
David Nershi is the publisher of Vino-Sphere blog. A former newspaper and magazine 
editor, Dave is an award-winning writer with a focus on wines, wineries, and related travel. 
Currently based in North Carolina, he travels extensively for stories (South Africa, British 
Columbia, Spain, and even locations closer to home.)

A career in association management and meeting planning provides him with a unique 
perspective on hotels, restaurants, and special events. When not writing, taking photos, or 
traveling, Dave enjoys playing tennis.

He is a Certified Specialist of Wine (a certification of the Society of Wine Educators) and has 
served as a wine judge at a number of competitions, including being guest judge for the 
Indianapolis International Wine Competition. He has completed the Napa Rocks certification 
and is a member of the International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association and the Wine 
Century Club. He presents a series of monthly wine classes. 

   Workshop F – Find the Magic within and Explore Creativity with Your iPhone by Noreen O’Brien
Noreen O’Brien 
Noreen O’Brien is a passionate photographer and artist. Whether spot toning at the Light 
Gallery in New York, photogravure printing in Santa Fe, or teaching photography to children in 
Nicaragua, she continually expands her creative vision with workshops, travel, and adventure. 
Her images represent an intimate look into the natural world, and through fine-art prints, 
mixed-media, encaustic, and resin, she shares the beauty of what she calls “the magical world 
of outside.” Noreen is a longtime participant at Santa Fe Photographic Workshops and a 
recipient of its Director’s Choice Award. 
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Pre-Conference Press Trip 2019: Albuquerque Soars!
To Brenna Moore, PR and Communications Mgr., Visit Albuquerque
This pre-conference adventure brings a whole new light to all that can be 
experienced in Albuquerque--from the city being the oldest wine-growing 
region in the county to the hot air ballooning capital of the world. The quirky 
and famous El Pinto will provide stories as well as the Pueblo Harvest at the 
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. Through our words and photos, our readers 
will experience the numerous possibilities of travel to Albuquerque. 

Special Thanks

Post-Conference Press Trip 2019: Native Flavors of Santa Fe
To Joanne Hudson, Public Relations Mgr., Tourism Santa Fe
Our IFWTWA journalists look forward to this well-orchestrated post-conference 
trip in Santa Fe which provides this group to experience more of a sought-after 
destination. Joanne, we thank you for your dedication in putting together an 
interesting and well-rounded experience. The day trip to the Poeh Cultural 
Center and witnessing the cliff dwellings at Bandelier National Monument will 
be highlights of the whole conference. Seeing firsthand the produce at the 
Santa Fe Farmers Market will provide extraordinary photos. We are so thankful 
you are the planner for this adventure!

Post-Conference Press Trip 2019: Taos: Fiesta de la Tierra
To Marissa Le, Account Executive for the Waite Company
We would like to express our gratitude for your unique themes for the days 
of Feast of the Earth and Salt of the Earth. “Feast of the Earth” will provide 
a glimpse into organic and farm-to-table dining in one of the original areas 
to embrace this method. We will also love meeting those rising stars in the 
game. “Salt of the Earth,” where we can experience Taos’ people, history, 
and culture through food, tradition, and storytelling, will give us a better 
understanding of your special part of the country. We are so grateful for your 
unique twist and careful planning on such a spectacular area.

Post-Conference Press Trip 2019: Ghost Ranch–Home of Georgia O’Keeffe
To Anna Maria Gonzales, Marketing & Communications Director
Special thanks to you for providing the opportunity to experience the serenity 
of the landscape of Ghost Ranch where we will see through our eyes the 
scenes and locations that inspired Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings. We will love 
hearing the stories of her 50 years at Ghost Ranch that so inspired her works. 
The history of Ghost Ranch will provide us with fascinating stories and photos 
so that others will learn of this distinctive region. 
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Linda Kissam, President
Linda Kissam is a ten-year member of IFWTWA. She is a 30 year veteran of the nonprofit 
world focusing on wine, destination management, education and hospitality. She serves on 
several boards besides being the current president of IFWTWA. 

Linda believes in smart, principled governance striving to push the organizations she works 
with to excel by producing results-oriented work that matters to their membership.

You’ll find her tweeting up a storm at @lindakissam - follow her and say hi!

Linda Milks, First Vice-President
Linda Milks specializes in exploring all that is food, wine, and travel with a hearty supply of 
curiosity and enjoyment. She has lived in Nebraska, Michigan, Oregon, Florida, and California. 

Linda’s background covers a gamut of careers. She has been in sales, property management, 
worked for a U.S. Senator, and taught high school English. 

She has been published in Big Blend Radio and TV Magazine and interviewed on Big Blend 
Radio Show. She has also written for FWT (Food, Wine & Travel Magazine.) Linda has long 
been a contributor to Tripatini.com as well as the local website, Temeculanightout.com.

Linda serves as 1st Vice-President of the International Food, Wine & Travel Association 
(IFWTWA) and is currently the Chair Person for the IFWTWA Annual Conference in Santa Fe. 
She is also a member of the Wine Review Council, a group that reviews local, national, and 
international wines. She currently writes and publishes on her own website: Toasting Food, 
Wine & Travel.

Andrew Harris, Second Vice-President and Culinary Advisor
Andrew, the show runner, executive producer and co-host for “The SoCal Restaurant Show” 
heard on Saturday mornings in Southern California, is a veteran specialty radio show 
producer. Harris also is an accredited food, wine and travel journalist. Before rejoining AM 
830 KLAA in late 2012, he produced (starting in 1998) popular, and long running food radio 
shows previously heard on KFI-AM 640, TalkRadio 790 KABC, and KFWB News 980.

Andrew is a recognized authority on the dining scene in Southern California. For 17 years 
(concluding in 2008), he wrote the “Dateline” Los Angeles column covering area restaurant 
and chef happenings in Los Angeles and Orange Counties for “Beard Bites,” now published 
biweekly as an e-newsletter by the prestigious James Beard Foundation (the producers of 
the annual James Beard Foundation Awards.)

IFWTWA Board Members
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Harris’ earlier background was as a respected, hands-on food and beverage professional. His 
career highlight then was orchestrating in 1983 and 1984 the completion of the food service 
plan for feeding the public at all of the 23 ticketed venues hosting competitions for the 1984 
Olympics as an employee of The Los Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee. Food and 
beverage revenue alone from the spectators totaled over $11 million and 5.8 million guests 
were served.

Andrew Harris currently serves as 2nd Vice President and Culinary Advisor on the Board of 
Directors of the International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association.

Susan Montgomery, Treasurer
Susan Montgomery has been the Treasurer of IFWTWA for the past six years. In this 
position, she establishes an annual budget (with Board approval) and monitors the budget 
throughout the year, making sure that Income and Expenses are in line with projected 
amounts. She also monitors the Association’s financial statements on a monthly basis and 
ensures that taxes are filed on a timely basis. 

Susan has been a member of IFWTWA for almost eight years and posts articles regularly on 
her site, Life-Uncorked.com, where she focuses on food and wine. She also publishes articles 
in other publications. 

Susan has a Master’s Degree in Journalism and has been a writer/publisher throughout 
her career. For many years in Wisconsin, she owned and managed her own publishing 
company. She has written and published three books. In 2016, Susan and her husband, 
Todd (a photographer who is also an IFWTWA member) chaired IFWTWA’s successful 2016 
Annual Professional Development Conference in Coronado, California. 

Susan loves belonging to IFWTWA and says, “IFWTWA has had a positive impact on my food, 
wine and travel writing endeavors. I appreciate the professional contacts and support that I 
continue to receive from other members.”

Mary Farah, Secretary
Mary Farah is a proud IFWTWA Board Member and Secretary of the organization. She is 
the mastermind behind the popular blog, “Along Comes Mary,” since 2012. She has been 
making her travel writing dreams come true in baby steps ever since. When she is not 
managing her social media consulting business, she is exploring all that Los Angeles has 
to offer--attending events, concerts, the theatre and restaurants--while managing to fit in 
trips to destinations like Carmel, San Diego, Oregon and Washington. She thinks the key 
to making travel blogging possible is to space out the trips so you never burn out and are 
open to making it up as you go along on the trips.

In 2015, Mary officially added the title Social Media Manager to her roster and has since 
worked with such clients as Author Jocelyn Kessler, and The LA Women’s Theatre Festival. 
She is extremely honored to be a part of the IFWTWA Conference and wants to thank her 
fellow members for making this possible!
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Tom Westerhof, Social Media Chair
Tom Westerhof serves as the association’s Social Media Chair and has been active in social 
media for over a decade. He previously served the Association as their Social Media Manager 
before stepping into his current role. He is the owner of Beach Bar Bums, LLC, a travel blog 
focused on tropical destinations and also writes about the local and regional hospitality 
scene via his blog, hoochandnosh.com. He enjoys traveling, dining with friends and family 
and discussing the finer points of cocktails ad nauseam.

Christine Cutler, Publications and Communications Chair
Christine Cutler is a writer, photographer, editor, guide, teacher, traveler, Ohio native, 
Nevada resident, and world citizen. She lives in Las Vegas with her husband and crazy 
Welsh Terrier, but she can’t sit still very long. In addition to maintaining her own websites 
Cold Pasta and Red Wine and Christine Cutler, she is executive editor of Food, Wine, Travel 
Magazine and teaches grammar and writing classes for UNLV.

Chris finds being a travel writer the perfect job since it allows her to see the world and work 
from wherever she is. She’s visited three continents, 44 states, 35 countries, and more than 
850 cities. Chris specializes in writing about food, culture, and history of the destinations she 
visits. As a new Italian citizen, Chris writes about her extensive travels there.

Chris is a member of the International Food Wine and Travel Writers Association (IFWTWA), 
North American Travel Journalists Association (NATJA), Travel Massive, TravMedia, Phi Kappa 
Phi, and Nonfiction Authors Association.

Allen Cox, Awards Committee Chair
Allen Cox serves as the International Food, Wine & Travel Association’s Awards Committee 
Chair. Allen is Editor-in-Chief of Northwest Travel & Life magazine, and he chairs the annual 
Travel & Words Conference, a professional development and networking event for travel 
writers and destination marketing professionals. He enjoys mentoring emerging travel 
writers on the path to publication. He resides in the greater Seattle area.

New Mexico is more than desert. New Mexico can proudly claim one of the most diverse 
landscapes in the world. It sports snow-capped 13,000 ft. peaks dressed in pines and spruce. 
It has brilliant wildflower fields and jungle-like riparian forests of towering cottonwoods. It has 
white sand dunes and vast expanses of prairie.



LIKE WHAT YOU SEE? TELL THE WORLD!

SANTA FE 

#TheCityDifferent
  @SantaFeTourism
  @CityofSantaFe

ALBUQUERQUE
  @VisitAlbuquerque
  @visitabq

TAOS
   @VisitTaos
 @taostourism

GHOST RANCH
 @GhostRanch
  @GhostRanchOrg

SANTE FE HOSTS

Georgia O’Keeffe Museum
  @GeorgiaOKeeffeMuseum
  @Okeeffemuseum

Kakawa Chocolate House
  @Kakawachocolatehouse
  @Kakawa_chocolatehouse

Gruet Wine
  @GruetWinery

Santa Fe Spirits 
    @SantaFeSpirits

Meow Wolf Art Complex
  @MeowWolf.SF
  @Meow_Wolf
   @MeowWolf

Museum of International Folk Art
  @InternationalFolkArt
   @NMM_IntFolkArt
  @internationalfolkartmoifa

Museum of Indian Arts & Culture
  @IndianArtsCulture
   @NMM_IndianArts

Wheelwright Museum of American Indian
   @WheelwrightMuseum
   @wheelwrightpr

Santa Fe School of Cooking
  @SantaFeSchoolofCooking
  @SantaFeCooking

IFWTWA 

#IFWTWA2019
    @IFWTWA
   @IFWTWA1

SPONSORS AND TOURISM MARKETPLACE 

Albuquerque
    @visitabq

Birmingham
    @inbirmingham

Costa Mesa
    @travelcostamesa

Flagstaff 
 @DiscoverFLG
  @DiscoverFlagstaff

Medford
  @TravelMedford

Memphis
    @memphistravel

New Mexico Wines
   @NMWines
  @NMWine 
   @new.mexico.wine

Omaha
    @VisitOmaha

Paso Robles
   @TravelPaso

Phoenix
    @VisitPhoenix

Santa Fe Workshops
 @SantaFePhotographicWorkshops
 @SFWorkshops
   @santafeworkshops

Palm Springs Preferred Small Hotels
  @PSPreferredSmallHotels
 @palmspringspreferredsmallhotel
 @PalmSpringsPSH

Park City
    @visitparkcity

Santa Fe
  @SantaFeTourism
  @CityofSantaFe

Whidbey/Camano
    @gowhidbeycamano

CULINARY PANEL Nancy Ranney
  @RanneyRanch

Nina Yozell-Epstein
    @squashblossomlocalfoodnm

Sllin Cruz
   @geronimosantafe 

Katharine Kagal
  @cafepasquals
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PRE-TRIP
ALBUQUERQUE
Hotel Chaco

  @HotelChaco
  @Heritagehtls 

Hotel Andaluz
    @CurioCollection

Casa Rondena Winery
  @casarondenawineryofficial
 @CasaRondena
  @CasaRondenawinery

Bosque Bike & Wine Tour
  @RoutesRentals
 @RoutesBikeTours

Rainbow Ryders (hot air balloons)
 @rainbowryders1
  @rainbowryders

Routes Bicycle Tours
 @RoutesRentals
 @RoutesBikeTours

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
    @IndianPueblo

El Pinto Restaurant
  @ElPintoRestaurant

Campo at Los Poblanos Historic Inn  
& Organic Farm

  @LosPoblanosInn
  @LosPoblanos

ABQ Trolley Company
    @TourABQ

Tablao Flamenco Albuquerque
  @TablaoFlamencoAlbuquerque
   @tablaoflamencoabq

POST TRIPS
GHOST RANCH

 @GhostRanch
  @GhostRanchOrg

TAOS
El Monte Sagrado Living Resort & Spa

  @ElMonteSagrado

The Lounge by Rolling Still
  @RollingStill
 @RollingStillTaos

Starr Interiors
  @Starr Interiors
 @starinteriorstaos

Chokola Bean to Bar
   @chokolabeantobar

Farmhouse Café and Bakery
  @ FarmhouseTaos
 @farmhouse_taos

The Stakeout
   @stakeouttaos

Heritage Inspirations (Horno Baking Tour)
  @heritageinspirations
 @TaosChic

Taos Pueblo
  @Overa1000YearsofTradition
 @TaosPueblo

Casa Gallina
   @CasaGallina

SANTA FE
Passport to Pueblo Country (tours)

    @Passport to Pueblo Country Fine  
Art Gallery and Pueblo Tours

Bandelier National Monument
  @BandelierNPS

Santa Fe Farmers Market
   @santafefarmersmarket

Santa Fe Railyard
   @santaferailyard

  @SFRailyard

La Choza
  @LaChozaRestaurant
  LaChozaSantaFe

  @LaChozaSF

Ten Thousand Waves Japanese Spa Resort
  @10kwaves

Wheelwright Museum of American Indian
   @WheelwrightMuseum
   @wheelwrightpr

Museum of Indian Arts & Culture
  @IndianArtsCulture
   @NMM_IndianArts

Museum of International Folk Art
  @InternationalFolkArt
   @NMM_IntFolkArt
  @internationalfolkartmoifa

LIKE WHAT YOU SEE? TELL THE WORLD!

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS AND  
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Judith Fein, GlobalAdventure.us
Paul Ross, paulross.photography

 @JudithFein

Christopher John Davies:  
Wine Country Network,  
Christopher Davies Photography

 @ChrisDaviesPhoto
   @CMJDavies

Mary Farah, Along Comes Mary
    @AlongComesMary26
  @MaryFarquhar

Chris Cutler, ColdPastaRedWine.com
    @ColdPastaRedWine
 @cldpastaredwine

David Nershi, Vino-Sphere.com
 @vinosphere1
   @vino_sphere

Elaine Masters, TripWellGal.com
    @Tripwellgal

Santa Fe Workshops
 @SantaFePhotographicWorkshops
 @SFWorkshops
   @santafeworkshops

Susan Lanier-Graham, 
WanderWithWonder.com

   @wanderwithwonder
 @wanderwwonder
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IFWTWA Conference 2019 Participants

Brittney Adu 
– brittneyadu@memphistravel.com

Toni Alexander 
– talexander@visitkc.com

Vickie Ashford  
– vashford@inbirmingham.com

Gary Baker  
– gbaker2776@gmail.com

Pamela Baker  
– travelandwrite@outlook.com

Danielle Bauter  
– danibauter@gmail.com

Sarah Boyd  
– sboyd@visitphoenix.com

Debbra Dunning Brouillette  
– debbra@tropicaltravelgirl.com

Ashley Cates  
– ashleycates@marketrogue.com

Andres Childreth  
– Andrea@spotlightmkg.com 

Susan Cohn  
– susan@smdailyjournal.com

John Compisi  
– john.jc2007@gmail.com

Linda Compisi  
– tosonoma@gmail.com

Jim Corbett  
– jimcorbett3@me.com

Suzanne Corbett  
– suzannecorbett@me.com

Chef Sllin Cruz  
– geronimo@geronimorestaurant.com

Chris Cutler 
– christinecutler@me.com

Shannon DalPozzal  
– shannon@shannontravels.com

Christopher John Davies – cdavies@
winecountrynetwork.com

Mike Dawson  
– mike@solterrastrategies.com

Mary Ann DeSantis  
– desantis.maryann@gmail.com

Mary Farah  
– alongcomesmary26@gmail.com

Judith Fein  
– judi@globaladventure.us

Joeann Fossland  
– JoeannsView@gmail.com

Sue Frause  
– sue@suefrause.com

Carolyn Graham 
– carolyn@roadmonkey.com

Kris Grant  
– kgrant@lifestylemags.com

Jordan Guenther  
– jguenther@santafenm.gov

Barbara Hansen  
– barhansen@gmail.com

Andrew Harris 
 – diningsleuth@gmail.com

M’Liss Hinshaw  
– mhinshsh@pacbell.net

Dan Howard  
– dan@visitparkcity.com

Joanne Hudson  
– jghudson@santafenm.gov

Kurt Jacobson 
– enakurt@gmail.com

Chef Katharine Kagel 
– pasquals@nets.com

Christina Kantzavelos 
– buengamino@gmail.com

Linda Kissam 
– lindakissam@aol.com

Allan Kissam  
– Allan@AllanKissam.com

Noreen Kompanik  
– nkompanik@aol.com

Susan Lanier-Graham  
– susan@wanderwithwonder.com

Danielle Leoni  
– Danielle.leoni@thebreadfruit.com

Elaine Luxton  
– drinkinnature@gmail.com

Elaine Masters  
– elaine@tripwellness.com

Ceela McElveny  
– McElveny@VisitABQ.org

Tracie McPherson  
– tmcpherson@visitomaha.com
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Deirdre Michalski  
– dsmichalski@cox.net

Linda Milks 
 – lindamilks.ifwtwa@yahoo.com

Susan Montgomery  
– suemont@aol.com

Brenna Moore  
– moore@visitabq.org

Nancy Mueller  
– Nancy@NancyMueller.com

Kimberli Munkres  
– kimberlimunkres@gmail.com

David Nershi  
– twav@att.net

Kathy Nershi  
– nershifamily@att.net

Noreen O’Brien  
– david@santafeworkshops.com

Carol O’Hara  
– cattale@att.net

Janie Pace  
– janie@journeymapped.com

Amy Piper  
– amy.piper@sbcglobal.net

Shannon Player  
– player.shannon@gmail.com

Meg Roederer 
– mroederer@flagstaffaz.gov

Nancy Ranney 
– ranneyranch@gmail.com

Valerie Estelle Rogers  
– vestelletravel@gmail.com

Kerry Rosenkranz  
– scott@rosenkranzproductions.com

Scott Rosenkranz  
– scott@rosenkranzproductions.com

Paul Ross  
– paul@globaladventure.us

Caleb Schiff  
– caleb@pizzicletta.com

Peter Schroeder  
– ptrschrdr@aol.com

Sandi Siler  
– sandi.silerstudios@gmail.com

Cori Solomon  
– terikor1@gmail.com

Stephanie Sparkman  
– sparkisbmw@aol.com

Linda Stewart  
– TemeculaLinda@gmail.com

Deborah Stone  
– travelstone@comcast.net

Stafford Squier 
– stafford@santafeworkshops.com

Christopher Taranto  
– ctaranto@pasowine.com

Kent Taylor  
–  kent@santiagoresort.com

Melinda Thomas  
– melinda.thomas@hotmail.com

Pamela Thorsch  
– pthorsch@att.net

Kathleen Walls 
– katyrw@hotmail.com

Phillip Ward  
– pward@VisitFlorida.org

Rochelle Ward  
– rkoffward@gmail.com

David Weber  
– david@santafeworkshops.com

Priscilla Willis  
– shescookin@gmail.com

Stacey Wittig  
– wittigwriter@gmail.com 

Risa Wyatt  
– words@risawyatt.com

Nina Yozell-Epstein  
– nina@squashblossomlocalfood.com

La Fonda on the Plaza sits on the site of the town’s first inn, making it the oldest hotel property 
in America. When Santa Fe was founded by the Spanish in 1607, records show that an inn or 
“fonda” was among the first businesses established. The current La Fonda was built in 1922 
and was acquired by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad which leased it to legendary 
hotelier Fred Harvey who operated it as one of his renowned Harvey House Hotels. 



LA FIESTA LOUNGE
AT SAN FRANCISCO ST. & OLD SANTA FE TRAIL

LAFONDASANTAFE.COM | 505.982.5511 

FREE VALET PARKING

have a drink with

harvey

™
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In Santa Fe, every bite you take will give you 
a true taste of the city and the history that 
made it what it is today. Because fl avor isn’t 
just meant to be enjoyed, it’s meant to be 
experienced. It’s just one of the things that 
makes The City Di� erent, but there’s still 
much more waiting to be uncovered.

Uncover your di� erent at SantaFe.org

In Santa Fe, every bite you take will give you 
a true taste of the city and the history that 
made it what it is today. Because fl avor isn’t 
just meant to be enjoyed, it’s meant to be 
experienced. It’s just one of the things that 
makes The City Di� erent, but there’s still 
much more waiting to be uncovered.

Uncover your di� erent at SantaFe.org

FLAVORS AS
RICH AS THE
HISTORY THAT
INSPIRED THEM.
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