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Happy Fall, Y’all! 

I’m not quite sure where this year has 
gone, but I’m quite happy that the 
majority of it is in the rearview mirror. I’m 
pretty sure that I’m not alone in that 
thinking! 

The pandemic has affected all of us in so 
many different ways If you own a website 
or blog, for example, you may have 
noticed that your numbers are not as 
great as they used to be. You aren’t 
alone. Everything that I read states that 
most numbers are down as a result of 
current world affairs.  The most common 
explanation is that people cannot plan 
travel, so they aren’t reading about it.  

The latest issue of Food, Wine, Travel 
Magazine will be out in the next week. 
This issue will introduce you to a number 
of great restaurants and chefs from 
around the world, including one of the 
youngest you may ever read about.  Our 
“road trips” issue will debut in December, 
and details about the year-end issue will 
be in next month’s Press Pass. 

Be sure to check out Jane Ammeson’s 
Market News for information on freelance 
markets. 

Until next month, please stay safe. 

Chris

The 2020 IFWTWA election has come to an end. 
The votes were tallied, and our confirmed 
2021-2024 Board of Directors are: 

Christine Cutler Andrew Harris 
Linda Milks  Cori Solomon 
Stacey Wittig 

These five accomplished members will be joining: 

Linda Kissam  Susan Montgomery 
David Nershi  Amy Piper 
Paula Schuck  Tom Westerhof 

Special thank you to our 2020 election committee (Mary 
Farah, Deirdre Michalski, Linda Milks, Susan 
Montgomery, and advisor Linda Kissam) for their many 
hours of work to make this a smooth process.

IFWTWA Board Election 2020: 
Results Are In
~Mary Farah



I’ve had several new assignments in the past 
few weeks as well as my regular columns and 
articles and so I was feeling like maybe things 

were looking up. But then one of my editors told 
me that some type of venture capital group who 
gobbled up newspapers and spit reporters/
editors/photographers/etc. out as they siphon 
all the money into their own pockets was 
circling around. Now, I’m anticipating that shoe 
to drop, making it even more urgent that I—and 
really all of us--develop as many new markets 
as we can as quickly we can. 

I had downloaded the instructions for Troyer 
and was just going to give it a try so I could 
report about it in this column. It seemed a little 
complex but hey, why not give it a go? Well, as 
I was working on getting my photos and 
information together, I unfortunately ran across 
an article saying that Expedia was pulling 
Troyer. It didn’t help my mood. But you can only 
forward so right now I’m looking at the site for 
Transitions Abroad (see link below) It seems 
promising. 

According to their website, Transitions Abroad 
aims to create inspirational yet practical 
planning guides for cultural immersion travel, 
work, study, living, volunteering abroad and 
m u c h m o r e . F o u n d e d t o 
p r o v i d e p r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
and inspiration relating to educational and 
c u l t u r a l i m m e r s i o n t r a v e l a b r o a d , 
Transitions.Abroad.com is now a leading site 
for travelers of all ages who want to extend 
their time abroad through all forms of work, 
study, volunteering, living, or cultural immersion 
travel. 

They go on to say “Our name suggests the 
fundamental changes to your perspective that 
result from immersion in another culture in a 

manner sensitive to your hosts, land, and their 
culture; we have always embodied what is 
currently called transformational travel. 

“Our community of expert travel writers and 
talented freelance writers provide both the 
inspiration and the details that readers need to 
make their own plans. We seek out thoughtful 
and perceptive writers to provide stories and 
practical information that inspires others to 
seek and engage in travel experiences in a 
respectful manner while visiting, studying, 
volunteering, working, or living in host 
countries.” 

Now, as we all know too well, Covid has 
changed so much of the world including the 
n e e d f o r t r a v e l s t o r i e s , b u t 
Transitions.Abroad.com also lists stories they’re 
looking for during these times. I would suggest 
going to the link below and looking around to 
see what you think. 
https://www.transitionsabroad.com/information/
writers/writers.shtml#payment_for_article 

Expedia Viewfinder blog. 
Accord ing to the i r webs i te , Exped ia 
Viewfinder.blog’s “group of resident viewfinders 
come from a variety of travel backgrounds, 
from family focus to luxury, solo, or LGBTQIA+ 
travelers. Together they bring comprehensive 
expert advice about their favorite destinations 
around the world. No matter where you come 
from or how you travel, the resident viewfinders 
have a view for you.” 

For those interested in being a guest author, 
send an email to viewfinder@expedia.com, 
telling them a little bit more about yourself, your 
ideas, and what you’re interested in writing 
about. If they think there’s a fit, they’ll reply 
back with further instructions. 

Market News
Publications For Freelancers

~Jane Ammeson

Continued on page 3

2

http://transitions.abroad.com/
http://transitions.abroad.com/
https://www.transitionsabroad.com/information/writers/writers.shtml#payment_for_article
https://www.transitionsabroad.com/information/writers/writers.shtml#payment_for_article
mailto:viewfinder@expedia.com
http://transitions.abroad.com/
http://transitions.abroad.com/
https://www.transitionsabroad.com/information/writers/writers.shtml#payment_for_article
https://www.transitionsabroad.com/information/writers/writers.shtml#payment_for_article
mailto:viewfinder@expedia.com


The Travel Contribution Program says they are 
always looking for strong passionate writers who 
are motivated to develop and write engaging 
content. 

“Luxurious destinations, fancy hotels, celebrity 
vacations, delicious food,” they continue. “The 
Travel is the world's most interesting site for 
travel tips, guides, and facts.” 
What They Are Looking For: Writers who can 
produce in-depth premium content with expert 
knowledge in one or more of TheTravel’s 
featured categories. 

TheTravel also emphasizes is that they provide author credit and payment. 
Look over their website and see if it’s something of interest. The application is online at  https://
www.thetravel.com/contributor/ 

I would love to hear from you. Please share tips, success stories and setbacks. My email address 
is janeammeson@gmail.com 

Keep writing.
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Continued from page 2

What are your chances of getting COVID on planes? 

Traveling in the COVID era 

Eight ways travel will change after the pandemic 

Where US citizens can still travel 

Carnival plans to restart cruises from Miami 

Real ID enforcement to start next year 

Maldives set to offer traveler loyalty program

Each month, we try to find articles about the travel industry that 
might interest members. Since the pandemic has hit the industry 
hard, there have been a number of changes to all facets of 

travel. Hopefully, you will find these articles both informative and 
interesting.

Trending…

https://thepointsguy.com/news/coronavirus-airplane-risk-study-iata/
https://www.weforum.org/videos/common-pass-travelling-the-world-in-the-covid-era
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/2020/10/heres-how-covid-is-changing-travel-according-to-the-experts/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/10/06/where-can-you-still-travel-with-a-us-passport/
https://www.miamiherald.com/article246143025.html
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/10/01/12-months-remaining-until-full-real-id-enforcement-deadline
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/maldives-travel-loyalty-program-intl-hnk/index.html
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•New Members• 
Elsa Dixon 
Erin Jones 
Hether Raulerson 
Sharon Rigney 
Tina Walsh 

•Anniversaries• 
Kristen Henning-5 years 
David Nershi-5 years 

Milestones
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IFWTWA Webinars 
IFWTWA members continually grow  in this fascinating 
business of writing, photographing, and sharing about food, 
wine, and travel. The International Food, Wine & Travel 
Writers AssnTM is proud to offer our members the following 
learning opportunities. 

October 14: Mr. Tequila 

October 21: Park City 

November 4: Corning & The Southern  
Finger Lakes 

Watch the replays! 
 
Miss a webinar?  You can always catch the replays through 
links on the IFWTWA website.  Click here for a list and for 
links to past webinars.

We are working on webinars to help members with submission, 
writing, and photography issues. If you have a topic that you 
would like us to cover, please email me at 
christinecutler@ifwtwa.org with details.
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