
Letter from the Editor
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H
appy November, everyone! 
Somehow we have finally reached 
the last few weeks of 2020, and 
I’m sure all of you are as happy to 

put this year behind us as I am. 

There is a lot of good information in this 
issue of Press Pass, and I urge you to 
check it all out.  In addition to President 
Linda Kissam’s Board Report, we are 
happy to announce an IFWTWA photo 
contest, the annual meeting, upcoming 
webinars, and, from Jane Ammeson, a 
report on magazines that are accepting 
freelance articles. 

Next month, we will announce the 2021 
editorial calendar in Press Pass. Please 
note the new submission requirement 
outlined on the last page of this newsletter. 

Next month will also be my last as editor of 
Press Pass as I am taking on additional 
duties with IFWTWA. While I will remain 
executive editor of the publications, I am 
pleased to announce that Amy Piper will 
take over as managing editor and will be 
the new editor of Press Pass. We are 
always looking for help with Press Pass, so 
if you have an idea for an article or column, 
please let us know. 

Happy Thanksgiving to our American 
members, and to all of you, please stay 
safe. 

Chris

2021 President Elected 

A
t the November board meeting and per the IFWTWA 
Bylaws, the Board selected the 2021 president. I am 
pleased to share with you that Christine Cutler was 

unanimously voted in to lead this organization for the next 
two years beginning in January 2021. Congratulations and 
thanks are in order to Chris for taking over this position. It is 
a multi-faceted, complex, time consuming and ever-
challenging job. I would wish her “luck” in this new 
endeavor, but I believe her extraordinary skill set, patience, 
organization and decision-making ability will go beyond 
“luck” bringing us to what success looks like. 

IFWTWA Board Report, 
November 2020
~Linda Kissam

Continued on page 2



2020 Committee Review  
Happy to report that operationally, we are humming. 
This is the part of the year where each committee 
chair along with the Board reviews their progress for 
the year. In total, we are doing very well. 

Our super powers exist in several areas.  

1. Our membership efforts to get back on track are 
vibrating on a higher plane than expected. This is a 
committee that was lacking foundation and effort for 
quite a while. It won’t meet the 2020 5% increase goal 
that the Board set for it because of the virus 
complications, but it is, IMO, a winner for this 
Association. This is a one-person committee lead by 
Cori that acts like a 100 person band. Crazy good 
stuff here.  

2. Our social media efforts have been carefully 
tended, monitored and moved forward with 
consistency. Again, the virus took some wind out of it 
sails, but we should all be send acknowledging Tom 
Westerhoff’s creative efforts.  

3. Our communications department (FWT and Press 
Pass) are another area where we have our shine on. I 
am especially impressed how Chris Cutler and her 
team duck and weave effectively as they figure out 
the trends and needs of our community.  

4. The Professional Development committee is quite 
literally “kickin’ butt” out there with his Webinar 
program. A simple request to Chair David Nershi to 
produce a class, webinar or video per quarter for the 
member’s development has turned in to something 
quite incredible.  Kudo’s to David for developing a 
team that consistently delivers quality material each 
and every time.  

5. The Big Blend Program is another victor. It is a 
Marketing Committee collaboration between Big 
Blend, Linda Kissam and Paula Schuck. Each year it 
delivers many opportunity for members to promote 
themselves in a radio format, expand their resume 
and impress their hosts. I do want to tell you that we 
do pay Big Blend for this program, however Big Blend 

gives us many bonus opportunities that we do not pay 
for. 

6. Our Media Trips Committee was on target to 
produce five domestic trips and two international trips. 
COVID, of course killed that, but the effort was 
impressive, the trips diverse and many members 
were/would have been chosen for the trips. At the end 
of July we had four committee members – a record I 
think. I am confidant Sue Montgomery in 2021 will 
pick up where we left off when the virus is under 
control. 

2020 Annual Meeting 
Per the bylaws, we hold our Annual Meeting at our 
annual conference each year. Since that event was 
cancelled, we will hold the business portion of the 
Annual Meeting via Zoom on December 16, 2020 at 
11am PST.  We encourage every member to attend 
this presentation. An agenda and instructions on how 
to join in will be sent to every member via email. We 
expect the business meeting to last no longer than 90 
minutes.  

A Sweet Goodbye  
This is my last Board Notes to you. I thank you all for 
the privilege and honor of acting as your president 
these past several years. I will finish my term out as 
“Past President” which means I help transition the 
incoming president until she is ready to go solo. I will 
also chair the Marketing Committee, serve as a 
member of the Media Trips Committee and have in 
mind to develop a monthly networking program. I 
welcome anyone who has an interest in working on 
this new program.  
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A
 bright ray of sunshine on the horizon? Let’s hope 
so. 

According to Roy Stevenson who writes the website 
www.pitchtravelwrite.com, print media is coming roaring 
back. I know many of you may be saying, what??? I 
certainly did. In a recent post, Stevenson, who I don’t 
know, hypothesizes this is because of what he terms 
“The Coronapocalypse Magazine Bump” because w 
people are stuck at home, they’re focusing on their 
passions and indulging their interests to help them cope 
with the depressing pandemic news. And they’re finding 
magazines for every interest. 

“Subscribing to a magazine is so easy these days,” he 
writes. “You can subscribe to a magazine online, have it 
delivered to your home, and completely avoid exposure 
to the virus. Newsstand sales are slow right now 
because many bookstores and newsagents are closed 
due to the virus. That’s unfortunate, but it’s temporary. 
Yet, overall magazine sales are up — way up.” 

He offers statistics to back this up, noting that U.S. 
magazines—and print publications generally—have 
actually experienced a significant subscription increase, 
not a decline writing the total audience on all platforms 
across magazine brands was up 9% from June 2019 to 
June 2020. 

Market News
Publications For Freelancers

~Jane Ammeson

Continued on page 4
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Make a note 
2020 Annual Meeting 
December 16, 2020 
11am PST via Zoom 

Look for your invitation in your email 

All members are encouraged to attend.

http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com
http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com


I wasn’t sure about that and decided to see if I could verify 
that online and after wading through a lot of wailing about 
the demise of journalism, I came across a report on the 
Alliance of Audited Media’s blog. Now AAM, which verifies 
circulation figures, there  

What they’re saying is that the pandemic has led to an 
increase in readers not only going to local news websites, 
but some publishers are seeing an increase to more 
subscriptions. There were quotes from several including 
Ian Heydorn, vice president of digital sales and operations 
for The Sun-Times who says they had a record month in 
March for new digital subscriptions and digital traffic is up 
30% year-over-year. 

Interestingly, Stevenson also presents data from MNI 
Targeted Media Inc. showing an overall increase in print 
readership among 18- to 34-year-olds with baby boomers 
reading 9.2 magazines per month, Gen Xers 9.1 and 
Millennials 8.9. It’s an age group who also is willing to pay 
more for information in print media versus online—over 
one-fifth paying for print magazine subscriptions, even 
when a digital version is cheaper or free. And as an added 
bonus for us, the majority of Millennials and Gen Zers 
believe travel is a central part of their lifestyle.  

To read the article, go to www.pitchtravelwrite.com/travel-
print-media.html 

It’s not just old news getting new life; Stevenson mentioned 
that plenty new travel and luxury magazines are being 
published as well. I am listing the magazines he mention 
and have added website addresses as well. Let’s hope 
they need writers. 

New and Newish Travel & Luxury 
Magazines 
Action Asia: www.facebook.com/ActionAsiaMagazine/ 

Cape + Kantary: www.facebook.com/hashtag/
capeandkantarymagazine 

Corporate Traveler: 
www.corporatetravellermagazine.com/  

Escapism Magazine: www.escapismmagazine.com/ 

Expat: www2.theexpatsociety.com/ 

Expat Living: www.thexpatmagazine.com/ 

Get Lost Magazine: www.getlostmagazine.com/ 

GlobeRovers: www.globerovers-magazine.com/ 

Marco: www.marcomagazine-fl.newsmemory.com/ 

Travel America: www.americamagazine.org 

Travel Life: travellife.ca/ 

World Travel: www.wtravelmagazine.com/ 

Let me know if you have any luck with any of these 
magazines.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Best, 

Jane
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E
ach month, we try to find articles about the travel 
industry that might interest members. Since the 
pandemic has hit the industry hard, there have 

been a number of changes to all facets of travel. 
Hopefully, you will find these articles both informative and 
interesting. 

https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Norwegian-
Cruise-Line-January-test-sailings 

https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/11/10/tsa-thanksgiving-
travel/ 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/chicago-
visitor-quarantine-coronavirus 

https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Cruise-
r e s t a r t - a t - l e a s t - t h r e e - m o n t h s - a w a y ?
utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_cam
paign=eltrdb&oly_enc_id=2326I0649990J1Q 

https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/california-wine-country-
napa-sonoma-wildfires-tourism/index.html 

Trending…

https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Norwegian-Cruise-Line-January-test-sailings
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Norwegian-Cruise-Line-January-test-sailings
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/11/10/tsa-thanksgiving-travel/
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/11/10/tsa-thanksgiving-travel/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/chicago-visitor-quarantine-coronavirus
https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/chicago-visitor-quarantine-coronavirus
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Cruise-restart-at-least-three-months-away?utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=eltrdb&oly_enc_id=2326I0649990J1Q
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Cruise-restart-at-least-three-months-away?utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=eltrdb&oly_enc_id=2326I0649990J1Q
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/california-wine-country-napa-sonoma-wildfires-tourism/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/california-wine-country-napa-sonoma-wildfires-tourism/index.html
http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com/travel-print-media.html
http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com/travel-print-media.html
http://www.facebook.com/ActionAsiaMagazine/
http://www.escapismmagazine.com/
https://www2.theexpatsociety.com/
http://www.globerovers-magazine.com/
http://www.wtravelmagazine.com/
http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com/travel-print-media.html
http://www.pitchtravelwrite.com/travel-print-media.html
http://www.facebook.com/ActionAsiaMagazine/
http://www.escapismmagazine.com/
https://www2.theexpatsociety.com/
http://www.globerovers-magazine.com/
http://www.wtravelmagazine.com/
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Norwegian-Cruise-Line-January-test-sailings
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Norwegian-Cruise-Line-January-test-sailings
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/11/10/tsa-thanksgiving-travel/
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/11/10/tsa-thanksgiving-travel/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/chicago-visitor-quarantine-coronavirus
https://www.travelandleisure.com/travel-news/chicago-visitor-quarantine-coronavirus
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Cruise-restart-at-least-three-months-away?utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=eltrdb&oly_enc_id=2326I0649990J1Q
https://www.travelweekly.com/Cruise-Travel/Cruise-restart-at-least-three-months-away?utm_source=eNewsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=eltrdb&oly_enc_id=2326I0649990J1Q
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/california-wine-country-napa-sonoma-wildfires-tourism/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/california-wine-country-napa-sonoma-wildfires-tourism/index.html
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Announcing the  

First Annual  
IFWTWA 

PHOTO  
CONTEST

Submissions accepted December 10, 2020-January 15, 2021

CATEGORIES 
FOOD
   • Beautiful meal
   • Raw food
   • People of food 
WINE
   • Vineyards
   • Bottles or glasses
   • Wineries
TRAVEL
   • Landscape
   • People of a place
   • Architecture

JUDGING CRITERIA 

• Adherence to Official Rules
• Appropriateness to Theme
• Originality
• Creativity
• Visual Design
• Overall Artistic Impression
• Composition
• Clarity and Quality of Submission
• Color, Lighting, Exposure and Focus
• Audience Appeal

One entry per category    $15 for first entry      $10 additional entries

Complete submission information, rules, regulations,  
prizes, & judges’ names will be sent to all IFWTWA 

members before the end of November.



•New Members• 

Maria Haase 
Global Tours Connect  
(Contact: Midgi Moore) 

•Anniversaries• 

Carolyne Kauser-Abbott—5 years 
Athena Lucero—5 years

Milestones
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IFWTWA Webinars 
IFWTWA members continually grow  in this 
fascinating business of writing, photographing, and 
s h a r i n g a b o u t f o o d , w i n e , a n d 
travel. The International Food, Wine & Travel 
Writers AssnTM is proud to offer our members the 
following learning opportunities. 

November 18 — Birmingham  
December 2— Improv ing your on l ine 
presence…Bios and Media Kits 
December 16—Annual Meeting 

Watch the replays! 
 
Miss a webinar?  You can always catch the replays 
through links on the IFWTWA website.  Click here 
for a list and for links to past webinars.

Please note. . . 
Effective immediately, to submit to fwtmagazine.com; 
Food, Wine, Travel Magazine; or to the IFWTWA blog, you 
must make sure your profile on the IFWTWA page is 
complete and up-to-date.

http://fwtmagazine.com
http://fwtmagazine.com
https://ifwtwa.memberclicks.net/learning-webinars-series
https://ifwtwa.memberclicks.net/learning-webinars-series

