
Letter from the Editor
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Happy Holidays, everyone! 

I think we all are happy to celebrate the 
holidays this year, but we are happier to 
celebrate the end of the year. Let’s 
hope that 2021 restores some 
semblance of normalcy (and travel) to 
our lives. 

This issue is full of information you can 
use, from Jane Ammeson’s information 
on freelance opportunities, the photo 
contest, the 2021 editorial calendar, 
and more. We also celebrate Valerie 
Fortney Schneider’s 2020 Excellence in 
Journalism Award! 

Please don’t forget to register for the 
2020 Annual Meeting. The board will all 
join in the December 16 Zoom meeting 
at 11:00 am PST.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Linda Kissam for her service as 
IFWTWA president for the last several 
years.  She has done a phenomenal job 
serving this organization, and I look 
forward to her help as I try to fill her 
shoes. Thanks, also, to Mary Farah 
who leaves the board of directors to 
become a mom next month. 

Whether you celebrate Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanzaa, or anything I’ve 
missed, enjoy the season and stay 
safe! 

Chris

Every year, IFWTWA regular members can submit their best work to 
the Excellence in Journalism Award competition. In 2020, there were 
more entries than ever before, making it a very competitive award 

year. Once again, the Excellence in Journalism Award competition 
showed the professionalism and high journalistic standards of IFWTWA 
members. But only one entry can rise to the top and receive the award.  

Valerie Fortney Schneider is the winner of the 2020 Excellence in 
Journalism Award for her story “Chasing Glamour and Grit in 
Unforgettable Naples,” published in International Living in September 
2020.  

Valerie skillfully sets the scene in her opening sentence: “Glamorous and 
gritty, beautiful and brash, there is nothing shy about Naples.” Throughout 
the article, she combines rich descriptions with practical details for the 
traveler, making this both an entertaining read and a functional guide that 
whisks you into hidden corners of vibrant, in-your-face Naples.  

Valerie Fortney Schneider Wins 
IFWTWA’s 2020 Excellence in 
Journalism Award
~Allen Cox



 

Valerie resides in Italy and is a freelance journalist and the Italy correspondent  
for International Living. For those interested in reading “Chasing Glamour 
and Grit in Unforgettable Naples,” the article is available to I 
nternational Living members at https://members.internationalliving.com/
articles/chasing-glamour-and-grit-in-unforgettable-naples-mag-09-2020/.  

Valerie’s award includes a $500 cash prize, an award certificate, and 
promotion via press release, social media and the IFWTWA website.  

Beginning January 1, 2021, the Excellence in Journalism Award is open 
for entries from regular IFWTWA members until October 31, 2021. Go to 
https://ifwtwa.memberclicks.net/excellence-in-journalism for more 
information.  

Please join me in congratulating Valerie on this remarkable achievement.  
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2021 FWT Magazine Tentative 
Editorial Calendar
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Below you will find the tentative editorial for the digital 
issue of Food, Wine, Travel Magazine. The calendar is 
tentative because, as was the problem this year, should 

the pandemic affect travel, we may have to change it. 
The editorial board and I tried to choose themes that are move evergreen and not 
subject to problems caused by COVID. Please send pitches only during pitch period. 

• February: Most Romantic Places, Food, Drinks on Earth  
This fits with the February theme of love and Valentines’ Day. You may write about a place, 
food, or drink. 
Please send your pitch for the February issue to chris@fwtmagazine.com by January 2. 
If accepted, your submissions are due January 20. Please Note: All articles must be 
between 500 and 750 words, and you must submit at least 10 photos (both horizontal 
and vertical). Please Note II: “I want to write about XYZ” is not a pitch. 

• April: Winners/Entries of the Photo Contest.  

• June:  The Colors Issue This issue will be photo-heavy with each writer getting a 2-page 
spread and a maximum of 250 words. More information coming in  March Press Pass. 

NO PITCHES UNTIL ANNOUNCEMENT IN MARCH. 

• August: Off the Beaten Path The small towns, small restaurants, and tiny wineries of the 
world. 

• October: What We’ve Brought Home The foods/customs/traditions/recipes/friendships, etc 
we’ve brought home from our travels. 

• November: Meet the Spiritmakers (beer, wine, liquor).  

• December: Holiday Traditions Cultural traditions and foods (with recipes) 

Pitch and submission deadlines for remaining themes will be announced in Press Pass.

Executive Editor 
Chris Cutler 

Managing Editor 
Amy Piper 

Assistant Editors  
Debbra Dunning 
Brouilette  
Noreen Kompanik 
Irene Levine 
Jan Smith  

Editorial Board  
Chris Cutler 
Debbra Dunning 
Brouilette  
David Drotar 
Mary Farah 
Noreen Kompanik  
Irene Levine  

Kathy Merchant 
David Nershi  
Robyn Nowell  
Amy Piper  
Jan Smith
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One of the biggest untapped markets for 
travel—and travel writers—are articles 
about inclusive or accessible travel, the 

terms used to make travel easier those with 
special needs as well as those who are 
traveling with them.   

Seeing the need to open up the world to all, 
the United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs is currently promoting 
accessible tourism. And their statistics indicate 
how vast this underserved market is. 

Globally, it’s estimated that the number of 
people with disabilities is over 1 billion and 
more than 2 billion people, such as spouses, 
children, parents, and caregivers of those with 
special needs. In all it, the number represents 
over a third of the world’s population.  

According to an article in published at 
forbes.com on Jul 21, 2019, people with 
disabilities are the largest minority in the U.S. 
The accessible travel market is growing by 
22% yearly and Open Doors, a Chicago non-
profit estimates that from 2014-2016, people 
with disabilities took 73 million trips for 
business and pleasure. That number 
increases now that baby boomers have 
reached retirement age. Almost half of this 
group have special needs when it comes to 
travel due such factors as chronic illnesses 
like arthritis or diabetes or having to deal with 
mobility issues.  

How does that impact us as travel writers? 
Well, it turns out there are numerous 
magazines looking for   articles about 

destinations that also includes information 
about special needs accessibility.  
I know many of us aren’t traveling much right 
now but we can adapt articles we’ve 
previously written by adding information about 
hotels, restaurants, tour agencies and other 
venues that provide accessibility services. 
Tourism bureaus and public relations/
marketing firms would be the best sources 
provide that information you need.  

Adding accessibility information to our 
destination pieces—after all what makes it so 
fascinating still remains the same—we’ve 
repurposed an article for a new market., 

There are certain caveats, many of editorial 
guidelines emphasize not using a pitying tone, 
nor to make them heroic. Instead, just as we 
would write a general destination piece, 
provide the facts regarding special amenities 
such as lifts for accessing the swimming pool, 
ADA compliant rooms, telecommunications for 
the hearing impaired (TDD), ramps leading to 
the beach, and for children on the autism 
spectrum, staff that are well-versed in 
understanding this disability.  

In other words, just the facts. Save the 
emotionality for describing the wonders of the 
destination that everyone, no matter their level 
of mobility, will enjoy. 

Here are links to two well-written travel pieces 
incorporating accessible tourism information 
including one written by travel guru Rick 
Steves. 

Market News
Publications For Freelancers

~Jane Ammeson

Continued on page 5
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https://www.transitionsabroad.com/
publications/magazine/0607/
rick_steves_disability_travel_in_europe.shtml  
https://momentummagazineonline.com/trails-
well-traveled/ 

Where to pitch: 
Able Magazine, located in the U.K., bills itself 
as “Your Favorite Disabil ity Lifestyle 
Magazine.” They have several digital 
magazines including Travelabel: Your Guide 
to Disability Travel.  
ablemagazine.co.uk 
 
Arthritis Today 
A bimonthly magazine geared towards the 
more than 70 million Americans and arthritis-
related disease. Travel stories run between 
150 to 25000 words; pay ranges from $100 to 
$2500 and they also pay expenses for writers 
on assignment. 
www.arthritis.org/arthritis-today-magazine 

Diabetes Health Magazine is looking for 
travel stories from 400 to 1500 words, pay is 
10-cents a word. Writers don’t need to be 
diabetic, but articles need to be diabetes-
related. 
https://www.diabeteshealth.com/ 
 
The Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Momentum 
Magazine is lifestyle periodical offering a wide 
range of information including travel pieces. 
https://momentummagazineonline.com/  
 
The United Spinal Association’s New Mobility 
magazine is looking for travel articles but note 
that they don’t want articles that treat 
disabilities as an affliction or cause for pit, nor 
ones that are “courageous” or “inspiring tales” 
of “overcoming disabilities.” The editors are 
looking for both feature stories of about 
800-1600 words, pay is per word and they 
also cover expenses for wr i ters on 
assignment. The magazine also is accepting 
queries and submissions for their travel 
column.  

https://www.newmobility.com/ 
 
The primary focus of Emerging Horizons, a 
consumer or ien ted magaz ine about 
accessible travel, is travel for people with 
mobility disabilities.   
https://emerginghorizons.com/ 

Ability Magazine, described on their website 
as an award-winning publication distributed 
by Time-Warner that is currently ranked 19th 
on the Top 50 Magazines in the World and is 
the leading magazine covering Health, 
Disability and Human Potential.  There’s no 
monetary compensation but it’s worth 
checking out for those wanting to build up 
their portfolios, writers get a byline, masthead 
listing as a contributing editor and also 
receive eight free copies.  
https://abilitymagazine.com/ 

I couldn’t find specific writer’s guidelines for 
the following but they’re attractive and 
informative sites with stories on travel. 
DiverseAbility Magazine 
https://diverseabilitymagazine.com 
https://diverseabilitymagazine.com/article-
submission/  

Parenting Special Needs magazine 
https://www.parentingspecialneeds.org/ 
https://www.parentingspecialneeds.org/
submit/ 
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As a member of IFWTWA, we receive 
many benefits.  Some are very apparent, 
and some are intrinsic that we do not 

always see because they are not necessarily 
tangible.   

The benefits we all are aware of are as follows: 

•Media trips 

•Conference  
  
• Webinars David Nershi and Cori Solomon try 
to give you a diverse array of topics from travel, 
food, and wine to professional development 
and available for our Associates and Regular 
members.   

•Big Blend Radio  IFWTWA has also 
collaborated with Big Blend Radio to allow our 
Associate and Regular members once a year to 
be featured on a radio segment that reaches a 
huge audience. 

•Social Media Shares Travel Tuesday, Wine 
Wednesday, Instagram Thursday, and Foodie 
Friday. Most other professional travel groups 
offer maybe one, Travel Tuesday. 

•Writing Opportunities FWT Magazine and 
the digital magazine – These opportunities are 
more than o the r p ro fess iona l t r ave l 
organizations offer. 

What about the intrinsic benefits that we all 
forget?  Let’s look at some of these benefits. 

•Belonging to a professional travel group gives 
you some prestige over someone that does not.  
Many PR, CVBs, and DMOs look at what 

groups you belong to as criteria for inviting you 
on a press trip.  Listing these groups on your 
resume can benefit you in the future.   

•The contacts you meet from your membership, 
whether it be Associates or other members. 
You can reach out to our Associates for help 
planning a trip – our friendly membership 
communities are always there to help answer a 
question or advice or feedback. 

•Networking is a place to share ideas and 
communicate, especially during the pandemic; 
it keeps us connected. 

•Continued membership in a professional travel 
group allows us to be ready to move forward 
when travel begins again.  You will be prepared 
to apply for media trips that IFWTWA offers, 
those from our Associates and outside sources. 

IFWTWA 
Benefits
~ Cori Solomon
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Norwegian looking into COVID vaccine requirement. 

Delta announces change fee expansion. 

Royal Caribbean Launches Facebook Page for  
Test Cruise Volunteers 

Why you should never unpack your suitcase 

What you need to know about vaccine passports

Each month, we try to find articles about the travel industry that 
might interest members. Since the pandemic has hit the industry 
hard, there have been a number of changes to all facets of 

travel. Hopefully, you will find these articles both informative and 
interesting.

Trending…

IFWTWA Facebook 
P o l i c y — P o s t i n g 
Articles 
~ Cori Solomon 

We want to remind everyone of 
the protocol on Facebook with 
regards to posting articles.  
IFWTWAs guidelines are that we 
can pos t IFWTWA re la ted 
articles, meaning those from a 
conference, FWT articles, and 
our webinars.   Instead of posting 
our articles, IFWTWA promotes 
T r a v e l T u e s d a y , W i n e 
Wednesday, Instagram Thursday, 
and Foodie Friday.  You can post 
your articles on these threads as 
part of a tweet or Instagram post 
and those we share. 

This year we tried posting a 
Monday FB share of articles that 
everyone who posted their 
ar t ic les had to share and 
comment on other articles posted 
i n t h e t h r e a d . I t w a s a 
requirement to share if you 
posted your article.  That is how 
Monday Musings came about. 
Unfortunately, it did not get the 
traction for us to continue it. 

We are now looking at posting a 
thread on Monday Musings to 
allow members to post an article 
they have created recently.  This 
thread will be a weekly thread 
where everyone can share.   
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•New Members• 
Loretta Berry 
Jaclyn Brandt 
Sherry Lasking Kennedy 
  

•December 
Anniversary• 
10 years—Allan Kissam 

Milestones
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IFWTWA Webinars 
IFWTWA members continually grow  in this fascinating 
business of writing, photographing, and sharing about food, 
wine, and travel. The International Food, Wine & Travel 
Writers AssnTM is proud to offer our members the following 
learning opportunities. 

January 6, 2021, 11 AM Pacific: 
Deep In The Heart Of Texas, 
Part 1:  
Visit Austin with Julie Chase 

Jan. 20, 2021 5 PM. Pacific 
Deep In The Heart Of Texas, 
Part 2: Texas Fine Wines with 
Denise Clarke 
 
Feb. 10, 2021 11 AM. Pacific  
How And Where To Sell Your 
Stories with FWT Editors  
 
Feb. 24, 2021 5 PM. Pacific  
Discover Hungarian Wine with 
Diane Dobry 

Watch the replays! 
 
Miss a webinar?  You can always catch the replays 
through links on the IFWTWA website.  Click here 
for a list and for links to past webinars.

Don’t forget to check out what our 
writers want for the holidays and 
new year!

https://fwtmagazine.com/all-i-want-
for-the-holidays-whats-on-your-list/
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